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THE HONOURABLE 

AND 

%.ICHT REVEREND 

SHUTE 

LORD aiSHOP OF LANDAFn 



My Lord^ 

THE favourable opinion, which 
your Lord (hip was pleafed to 
entertain of this little Work in the 
firft Edition, has induced me to give 
it a Revifal, and, by removing fome 
inaccurades, to render it lefs unworthy 
your acceptance. 

a 2 That 



DEDICATION. 

That fp flight a performance (hould 
have been able to attract your notice, 
I muft attribute to that vigilant, un- 
remitted attention, which fo eminently 
diftinguiflies your Lordftiip's condudt ; 
and makes you efteem no attempt un- 
deferving your regard, which .has the 
remoteft tendency to promote the in- 
terefts of religion or learning. 

% 

s 

That this little manual may be of 
fome ufe, efpecially to the youth of 
both Sexes, I am encouraged to hope 
from the candid reception it has met 
with in our Univerfities, where, I am 
told, feme of the Tutors have adopted 
it as a proper compendium to be put 
into the hands of the younger Students, 
at their entrance on a courfe of facred 
literature. If it contributes in any 
degree to make the holy Scriptures 

more 



DEDICATION. 

more attentively read and better un- 
derftood^ I Ihall efteem it a peculiar 
happinefs, to have had this opportunity 
of tcftifying the fincere refpeft, wiih^ 
which lam. 

My i.0RD, 

'Your Lordihip's 
Moil obliged and 



Mod faithful Servant, 



MDCCLXXIII. 



Thomas Percy. 
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PREFACE. 



A Clear introduftory illuftration of 
the feveral Books of the New 
Testament, fhewing the defign of 
their writers, the nature of their c<Sn- 
tents, and whatever elfe is previoufly 
neceflary to their being read with under- 
ftanding, is a work, that, if well executed, 
muft prove the beft of commentaries, and 
frequently fuperfede the want of all 
other. Like an intelligent guide, it di- 
rects the Reader right at his firft fetting 
out, and thereby faves him the trouble 
of much after- inquiry : Or, like a map 
of a country, through which he is to 
travel ; if confulted before-hand, it gives 
him a general view of his journey, and 

A 2 prevents 



4 PREFACE. 

prevents his being afterwards loft^and be; 
\wJdcted. - - ' ' ' 

That the following little work wilj 

be found to anfwer this flattering de- 

fcription, the Compter dares not tike 

upon him tb afiert i he can only fay, that 

the contents are chiefly cxtrafted from 

two eminent Writers, who. have particp- • 

larly diftiiigiiifl^ed th'emfelves in tim 

branch of facred criticifmy and have later 

ly thrown great li^t upon the fubje&. 

' Thb firit of thefc is, Mr. Profeflbr 

MiCHAELB, of his majefty's univcrfity of 

Gottinged, whofcf ** Introduftory Ledures 

" to the facred Books of the New Tefl:a- 

** mcntf* tranflated from the German, 

were publiihed, in one volume quarto, 

;ih 1761*. The other is the Rev. Dr. 

^ Since this Trarifladon of Mr. Michaelis^s 
Mock was pvUifiied, tluec cmitiem Writer htt 
very much iinpcoved aod ttA^gpi hU.Woik m 
the original Germab; aod it were nujch 'to te 
wilhed that fome capshle peribn would* g^ve us 
ettber a new TraoSatioirof .tfab ca^ceHent fcthtm^ 
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Preface. 5 

Lahdner^ whole ** Hiftory of the 
^* Apofties arid E^angeliftsj Writers 
*^ of the New Tcftaqiehti with Re- 
** marks and Obfcrvations on every 
**^ Book,** were printed in three Vo- 
lumes Svo. in 1769; The forn)er of 
thele has difplayed fo much ingenuity 
and difcemmeht) and the latter fuch a 
depth of liearntng, as give the greateft 
advantage to fuch as would avail them* 
ielves of their labours. 

Bht a thek works- aire not of porta- 
ble Rzcy aiid toot^ a. mukitu(Sc of cu- 
rioiss diiquHkiohs not withm the reach of 
the generality of Headersy the Edkorwas 

. tempted to give z ihort abftrad of their 
refpe&ive contents, cleared from all mif- 

. cellaneous drgrel&oiis, and reduced within 
a foiall compafs for the pocket* He has 
not^ boweverj^ merely confined himielf to 

. ^t^ctf or at kaA would give a new Edition />f the 
former Verlioti, with all the lutq: additions and im* 
* jwovcracnts ot the Original. 

A 3 thofe 
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thofe two writers, but has enriched his 
work from other authors; thus in the 
Key to the writings of the fcveral Evangc- 
lifts, a full account is given of the curious 
Hypothefis of the learned and ingenious 
Dr. OwENT, who, in his " Obfervations 
** on the Four Gofpels, 1764, Svo.** has 
opened a new fource of information, 
and by comparing the original language 
of the feveral Evangelifts, has darted 
many new hints, which had cfcaped 
former inquirers* If the Doctor Ihould 
find a dUHculcy ftarted, in the following 
pages, in refpeft to one part of his fcheme : 
he will alfo fee a folution offered,whichthe 
Editor apprehends, will give new ftrength 
and confiftency to the whole argument. 

Besides thefe late writers, recourfe 
was occafionally had to the learned and 
ufeful labours of Pyle, Doddridge, 
Bengelius, Dupin, and other former 
Critics and Commentators ; from each of 
whom fuch parts were fele£ted as feemed 
iDoIt folid and judicious ; forming in the 

whole. 
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Mrhole, what^ 'tis hoped, will be found a 
clear^ concife, and not inconfiflent com- 
pilation : in which the editor frankly 
acknowledges that very little will be 
found of his own, and that be has no 
other merit than that of bringing into 
one compendium, whatever he thought 
.was mod excellent in fo many valuable 
writers^ 

Aft£R this little work was firft com- 
mitted to the prefs, the editor was fa- 
voured by an ingenious friend with the 
ihort Account of the feveral SeAs and 
Herefies that prevailed in the times of 
Chrift and his Apoftles. A general 
knowledge of thefe is fo neceflary to 
our right underftanding the facred 
writings, in which one or other of them 
are conftantly alluded to, that this work 
would have been imperfed without it ; it 
is therefore prefixed, by way of Intro- 
PUCT19N. In compiling this brief flcetch, 
the writer acknowledges himfelf indebt- 
ed not only to the valuable works of 

A 4 Gop- 
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GoiyirYK, Pfti0BAvX» Calmbt, ttd 
SxACKHavaif but to tke rvy learned 
Syftem of Ecckftaftkat Hiftory bf Mr. 
Chancellor Mosheim Of the umvcsfity 
of Gotdngcn* 

To the fone friend the Editor it ilfe 
indebted for Tht fbott AnalyfiAi or Kef 
to the Prophecies contained In die Reve- 
lation, with which this little book k OMh 
eluded. 
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C »3 1 
Of 

THE JEWISH SECTS OB^ 
PARTIES ALLUDED TQ 
' IN THE GOSPELS. 

T JH » P H A ^ f 5 » E S- 

fTT^fiE PiiAKWEEs were a &£k amoog tte 

' 1 Jgrsrdy Xbat bii fubfi&ed at lead abo&^e 

» ccntmy sm4 lialf befiare the affrarancgof 

^omr Saviour; Tbey a&&ed tKe ixioft profound 

i:c|;arid ibr the; LiRv^ of (jody.aad the &a^ 

Tiboks; but for j^ }2}torpretl^ipn <of t]|»a« 

^iand'^ the maoncr in which they mesc to b^ 

""^hsfci, diejr -depeadad chie% ^ipon tyadkioolijl 

aoQowts. T We tradkioos eoc^inbei^d isQlijbilt 

with a thoufand frivolous obfervanccs, which 

i]MW'4Gff tiK intad fr^nt the more important 

matiters^ of the kw ; and niade men look \rpon 

themfelves as "holy and acceptable to Godj^ 

Bot fy much, kom tiieir moral fOOiKMtf and 

ohfcpnncc of divine H^itutic^ne, as from thefe 

confonnity te certain modes and punftMios 

of 
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of mere human invention, introduced among 
them under pretence of being the Traditions 
of the Elders*. Hence their more than or- 
dinary ftridnefs in wearing the phylactery, 
and lingularity in enlarging the borders or 
FRINGES of their garments*. Hence their 
ftiperftition about the Sabbath, as if it had 
been unlawful on that day to walk in the 
fields, or to pluck the ears of corn, or to cure 
the. (ick, or to aid one's neighbour. Hence 
too their peculiar zeal and pretence to purity, 
in the demurencfs -with which they fafled, 
the exaftnefs with which they paid their 
tithes, the oftentation with which they prayed, 
performing that duty not only aloud, but in the 
moft public turnings of the ftreets ; the ardour 
with which they encompafled fea and land to 
make profelytes, or converts to their feft ; their 
frequent wafliing, not only of themfelves, but of 
iheir veftments and utenfils ; and their hold- 

• 

» i, e. Antients. ^ Tbc Phylacteries were. 

little fcrclU of parchment bound to their foreheads and 

"wrifts, on which were written texts of Scripture, taken 

from Exod. xiii. 9. |6. and Dcut. vi. 8. xi. i8. With 

regard to their bonders and fringes, the reader will 

£nd the origin of tins diftin^ion in Num. xv. 38. 

Peut.xxii. jz. 

ing 
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ing at a difiance, or feparating themfelves not 
pnly from Pagans, but fropi all ibch Jpws as 
complied not with their peculiarities. To this 
laft circumftance they feem to have o\yed the 
name of their feft ; the word Pharisee be- 
ing derived from ^ verb in the JHebrew ^y 
^hich fignifies to divide or separate* 
This feft however not only held the foul to 
be immortal, but had fome flight notions of 
^ refurreftion, believing that on fome occaii- 
ons the foul might again re-apijnatc a body : 
"Whence their conjefture about Chrift upon 
his firft ^ppe^rance, that be was either John 
the Baptift, pr Elias, or ope pf the old pro- 
phets ; and hepce too, notwithftanding die vio- 
lence with which they had pppofed the per- 
fonal miniftry of Jcfus, that aptitude they dif- 
played in after-times, beyond fome of the 
other Jewifh fcfts, to fall in with his Revela- 



^tion. 
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THE SCRIBES. 

The word Scribes, as thtt denofmntdott 
occurs in the New Teftament, appears to be 
the title not of any particular ft£t, difHngtiiifaed 
ffoih all others as to their modes of prafticc^ 
or belief; but a geperal term, applicable to ail 
thofe of whatever fefl^ who made Ae Law of 
Mofes and the prophetical and facred books 
tlieir peculiar fttidy, fo as to become capable 
of commenting upon them, and thence of pub«- 
iJcly inftrufting tlic people* This office feems^ 
however, to have been confined to the defcen* 
dants of Levi, who being very numerous^ j 
aiic! not. at all times engaged ip the immediate 
lervice of the temple, had Icifure and oppor^ '| 
tunijty enough to qualify therafejves for this ' 
duty, being' uncmbarraflled with fecular em* 
ploymcnts, and liberally provided for among 
all the other tribes. It appears indeed from the 
frequent mention that is made in the Gdpel of 
tl.c Scribes and Phaiifccs in conjuo^on, that " 
the gi-cateft number of Jewifh Teachers c(r 
Dofiors of the Law ^^ for thcfe are expreffionA ^ 

^ So the original word fliould have been rendered, 
sehtrt w our trandation it is improperly expreifed by ^ 
'the nodcrn icrin, Lawyers. 

equivalent 



JEWISH SECTS. 11 

equivaleht to ^RlBE, were at ttiat tinie of 
the Pharifaital feft. In the Old Teftameitt, 
We meet with the term Scribe in a fecular 
fenfe, as denoting fometimes a ftcretary of 
ilate % ibmetimes ^ principal clerk in a court 
of judicature f, and fometimes a commiffary 
or mufter-mafter in the army 8 ; and although 
it is probable that a duly-qualified man be- 
longing to any of the other tribes might be 
admitted into any of thefe employments ; yet 
the fiiperior opportunity that the deicendanjtd 
of Levi enjoyed for all forts of literary im-» 
provements, renders it likely that they were? 
generally preferred, efpecially in ancient timesy 
even to thefe departments^ 

tHESADDVCSlES. 

• 

TtiE moft ancient feft among the Jews 
was that of the Sadducees^ Tliis name 
may either be derived from the Hebrew word 
Sedec, which lignifies justJce ; 'or from a 
certain teacher among the Jews called Sadoc,, 
The former feems to have been the origin of 

« 1 Sam. viii. 17. xx* %$• ^ Matt. 1L4. t M^ccab^ 
r. 41. S i Chron. xxvi. ii. i Kings xxv. i^. 

B the 
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the appellation, according tathe account of the 
Sadducees thcmfelves ; the latter, according ta 
the account given of them by the Pharifecs iw 
the Talniud. tf we admit the former deriva- 
tion, it affigns no fixed date of the antiquity of 
this feft ; if the latter, it afcertains their rife- to- 
have been but a kw years before that of the- 
Pharifees. But be this as it may, the Saddu- 
cees feom to have been originally ftrift adhe- 
rents to the Mofaic inftitution, and to the 
Canonical books, only interpreting them in. 
the moft literal fenfe, and rejecting all other 
explications. The fuperior eftimation in 
which they held the Pentateuch, or writings 
of Mofes, to all other compofitions in the fa- 
cred coUeflion, gave rife in all probability to 
the teport of their adverfaries, that they in- 
tirely rqefted' the authority of the reft : and 
the doubts they entertained about a futurc- 
ftate, a doftrine not clearly revealed in the 
writings of Mofes ;. and about' any appearan- 
ces of angels or {pirits among men, fince the 
finifliing of the Jewifh Canon ; feem to have 
at firft' given a handle to the Pharifees of ren- 
dering them fufpefted of irreligion, which irv 
all probability was afterwards confirmed by 
men of loofc principles fhcltering themfelves 

under 
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under their name. This however Is certain^ 
tliat at the time of our Saviour thi^ feft is 
reputed to have held doftrines that were tho- 
roughly impious *•. 'For they are faid to have 
denied the rerurreftion of the dead, the being 
of angels, and all e'xiftence of the ipirits or 
fouls of nien departed* It was their opinion, 
that there is no fpiritual Being but God only ; 
that as to man, this world is his all ; that at 
his* death^ tody and foul die together never to 
live nibre;^ a'nd'that,, therefore, theit i*^ no fu- 
ture rewJsiitl Tfior ftonilhment. They acknow-' 
ledged'thftt God made' this >V6rld by his power, 
knd '♦gbvtt-ds it by his prcJVidence ; and for ihe 
cairrying on thi^ ' govertttnent, hath 'oidaiiied 
tewai-ds 'aria"piftiiihnientS; but that they do not 
fcxtend beybnd this tvorld. -In a Ivord, they 
ftem t6^tavfe 'beek-EpicAitttaS iti alltefipe5ts, 
%k<iiE5iting'V)iily"that"^thcy 'Jilio^ed that God 
niadethfi >V<fitldiby hir pbWef," and govemi it 
:by his' ptOtidttice. At the ftrac time- that 
they held ^tJiefclloofe' notions, they* are faid to 
have had a bigoted attachment to the law of 
■ 'Mofes;'^ana 'tVhether if proceeded ffbm'this, 
of 'their'bdnfidering our Saviour as i feditious 

^ Vide^ Ptideaux. 

S 2 perfon^ 



ao LNTRODUCTION. 

peribn, they foon joined with the Pharifces in 
bringing Chrift and his^ difciples to death ; 
for Caiaphas, who was of this fcft, and who 
was High-pricff of the Jews at that time, was 
he who condemned Jefus to be c^cified ; and 
Ananusthe younger*, another, of this feft, put^ 
to death St. Jamc&.the brother of our lord* 

THE H £ R O D r A N S. 

Of the Herod ians we meet with Hothih^ 
among ancient writers, except in the New 
Teftamentltfelf ; where alfo mention is made 
of certain Galu^aans, whofe blood Pilate' 
mingled with theis facidfices, and who are de- 
fcribed el&where in the New Teftament as 
having made an infurrefiion agsuinft the gp- 
vpmment, and are called Murderers, or Si* 
carii K The learned Calmet takes an oppor- 
tunity hence of imputing to thofe called He- 
Todians, whatever was done by thefe Gali* 
Iftans, and thinks they were called Hero* 
SIAKS by the odier Jews, becaufe Galil^.at^ 

^ Son- of Annas, the High Prieft, mentioned Jha the 
Cofpcl ; who it alio called Ananua^ by Joftphus* 

k> Aftt xxi. )8. See a further account of this St6l 
#r Fartji belowt under the a^une of G avl anitbs. 
a tiiat 
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that time was under the command of Herod, 
fucnamed Anti^as. But when we refleft 
that this infurre^tion happened long before 
Chrift entered upon his public mUiiftry, even 
as early a$ the lOth year of his age, when the 
^Inforgcnts were intirely routed, and the patty 
difperSfed: whereas the Herodians are men- 
tioned as ftill flourifhing at the very time 
when Chrift was employed in his miffion; we 
cannot "forbear affenting to the judicious con- 
jeSures of Dr. Prideaux and others, who look 
upon the Herodians not as a religious fe£t, 
but a political party, who began to become 
eminent in the day-s of Herod the great, as 
* favouring his claims, and thofe of his patrons 
the Romans, to the fovcreignty of Judaea. 
'Some of thefe, no doubt, might be weak 
enough t6 imagine, that Herod was the Mef* 
liah, or wicked enough to pretend that they 
did, in order to ferve his caufe * and would 
be ready to vindicate his conduft, when, 
the better to pay his/court to the Romans, 
^ he confecrated temples to fbme of their falfe 
deities. And this party having begun in tlie 
time of Herod the great, ^maj well be fup- 
pofed to have continued long afterwards in 
favour and power, by the indulgence of the 

JB 3 Herods, 
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Herods, and influence of the Romans. That 

■» • 

Leaven therefore of theirs, againft which our 
Saviour warns his ' hearers *; miift in this cafe 
have been) either their falfe conceptions of 
the Meffiah, or their pliantnefs and conformity 
to IdDl->vorlhip, or both. 
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Of 

THE<:HRISTIAN SECTS OR 

HERESIES ALLUDED TO 

IN THE EPISTLES. 



H^N-the religion of Jefus began to be 
T ./ fpread abroad in the world, it had not 
only to ftruggle with. avowed adverfaries, fuch 
as the Je.w and the Pag Air, by whom its 
profcffors were expofed to all manner of ex- 
ternal difgrace and calamities; but it had to 
fupport itfelf in its native purity, dignity and 
excellence againft the corrupt doftrines which 
many of thofe whom it received into its 
community had brought with them from 
the Jewilh or Pagan fyftems; for under Aefe 
.two denominations, were all mankind at that 
time included ; and both fo very corrupt, as to 
:be far more capable of imparting infeftion, 
than of becoming pure. 

B 4 ^I. O F 
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I. • 

Of the Jews who became Chriftians, thefB 
were, bcfides fuch as had been of the feft of 
the Pharisees, &c. others that had imbibed 
the particuljir opinions of tlie !plss£if£s apd tlic 
Gaulanites* 

THE E.S3ENES, 

The Essekes fecm to have been of a very 
remote antiquity. They might take their rife 
from that difperlion of their nation, which 
happened after their being carried captive into 
Babylon. The principal charafter of this feft 
was, that they chofe retirement, were foberj^ 
were induftriousj h^d all things in common; 
paid the higheft regard to the moral precepts; 
of the law^ but negleftcd the ceremonial^ 
any farther than what regarded bodily clean- 
nefs, the obfervation of the Sabbath, and 
making an annual prefent to the Temple at 
jerufalem. They never aflbciated with wo- 
men, nor admitted them into their retreats ; 
but gladly embraced every fair opportunity of 
fupporting and enlarging their fociety, by 
Itarbg, bre^in^j^ educating and iiiibruAing 

othev 
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other men*s children, as if they had been 
their own. By the moft facrcd vows, though 
^hey were in general averfe to fwearing, or to 
requiring an oath, they bound all whom they 
initiated among them, to the obfervance of 
piety, juftice, fidelity and modefty; to con- . 
ceaT tlie fecrets of the fraternity, preferve the 
books of their inftru&ors, and with great 
care commemorate the names of the angels. 
To them in all likelihood the Apoftle alludes^ 
when he inveighs againft thofe who forbid to 
marry, who command to abftain from meats^x 
and who, through a voluntary humility, pay 
vrorfhip to angels. But a more particular ac- 
count of thefe errors the reader will find below, 
in page J26, &c« 

THE GAULANITES,^ 

The Oaulakites were Galila^ans,' who 
had this name given them from one Judas 
Theudas, a native of Gaulak, in uppef 
Galilee ; who, in the lOth year of Jefus Chrift, 
which was the laft of Auguflus, and ten years 
softer the death of Herod the great, excited his 
IppDtrymen the G^dil^ans^ and paiiy others 

of 
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of the Jews, to take arms and venture upoa 
^11 extremities, rather than pay tribute to the 
Romans. The principles he infufed into his 
party were, not only that they were a free 
nation, and ought to be in fubjeSion to 
no other; but that they were the eleft of 
God, that he alone was tlieir governour, and 
-that, therefore, they ought not to fubmit to 
any ordinance of man. And though he was 
linfuccefsful, infomuch that his party in 
tlicir very iirft attempt were intirely routed 
and difperfed.; yet fo deeply had. he infufed 
his own ehthufiafin into their hearts, that 
tli.ey never refted, till in their own deftruftion 
they involved the city and temple* To this. 
wild and fanatic party feem to be addreffed 
.many of thofe paflages in the New ^cftamcnt, 
wherein obedience to magiftracy is fo pioufly 
and rationally inculcated, - 

THE NAZAREENS. 

The Pharifees feem to have compofed the 
•chief body of thofe Chriftian converts, who 
nn the earlier times were diftinguifhed, by the 
.-appellation of Nazareens. Thefe, though 

7 diey 
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they embraced Chriftianity, yet entered fo 
littie into the real fpirit and genius of it, that 
they were ftill fond of the beggarly elements 
. and carnal ordinances, of. the Ceremonial Law. 
To reprefs this their inordinate fuperftition, 
feems to have been the intention of the fevc- 
rity with which the Law is treated in. the 
Apoftolic writings, where not only circumci- 
fion is exclaimed againft, but we are taught to 
let no man judge us \yith regard to meats or 
drinks, or the obfervance pf holy-days, or of the 
new moon, or of the , fabbath ; which were a 
ftiadow of things to come, whereof Chrift is 
the fobftance. 

IL 

THE GNOSTICS. 

^ Of the Gentiles who were converted to 
Chriftianity, the moft dangerous and pernici- 
ous kind were thofe who were infefted with 
the Egyptian Philosophy; a fyftem, as 
it .was then taught, intirely chimerical and 
abfurd. The Chriftians of this fort affumed 
to themfelves the name of Gnostics ; a word 
of Greek derivation, implying a Knowledge 

fuperior 
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fuperior to that of other men. This word 
<loes not occur in the New Teftainent ; but 

THE NICOLAITANS, 

of whom mention is made in the Apocalypie 
of St. John ", feem to have been of tjie -Gno- 
stic ieft.; as were^^ilfo 

. THE C E R I N T H I A N S I 

for moft of the errors " maintained by Cerinv 
^Hus, and oppofbd in the gofpel of St. John, 
may. he derived from the fame feurce. 

When we fay the Gentile converts were 
<hiefly liable to the Gnostic infeflion, we 
•muft not be underftood to exclude thofe of 
-the Jewifh race, many of whom w£re tainted 
, with it, but tliey fecm to have derived it from 
the Effenes °. 

THE EGYPTIAN PHILOSOPHY* 

"The maintalncrs of this phllofophy held, 
that the fupreme Being, though infinitclyper- 
fc£l and happy, was not the creator of the 

« See this Se6l defcrlbed below., p. 1.55, 
.» See them derciibed a: large, p. 74. 
• Seep. ia6, 

univcrfe, 



'• I 



CHRISTIAN HERESIES, ay 

Toniverfe, nor the only independent being :. 
for, according to them, Matter too was eter- 
nal. The fupreme Being, who refides in the 
immenfity of fpace, which they called P/zrc- 
moj or fulnefs, produced from himfelf, fay 
they, other immortal and fpi ritual natures, 
ftiled by them Mom^^ who filled the refidence 
of the Deity with beings fimilar to themfelves*. 
Of thefe beings, fome were placed m die 
higher regions, others in the lower.. Thofe in 
the lower regions,, were nighcft to the place 
of matter, which originally was an inert and 
formlefs mafs, till one of them, without any 
commiffion from the Deity, and merely to fhew 
his own dexterity, reduced it into form and 
order, and enlivened fome parts of it with 
animal fpirit* The Being who atchieved all 
this, they called the Demlurgus ^. But fuch 
was the prevcrfenefs. of matter, that, when 
brought into form, it was the fource of ail 
cviK The fupreme Being, therefore,, never 

P JEw in Greek) properly iignifies the Age of man, 
but, having been employed by philofophers to exprel's 
the duration of Tpiritual and invifibie beings, the Br- 
ings themielves were afterwards figuratively called 
JBlmSt or Durations, &c« 

9 i. c« The opcrator,i artificer, or workman. 

iatended 
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intended to have given it a form ; but as that 
had been now done, he, in order to prevent 
mifchief as much as poflible, added to the ani-* 
mal fpirit of many of the enlivened parts, ra- 
tional powers. The parts to whom rational 
.powers were thus given, were the original pa* 
rents of the human race ; the other animated 
parts, were the brute-creation. Unluckily, 
however, the interpofition of the fupreme Be- 
ing was in vain ; for the Demiurgus grew fo 
afpiring, that he feduced men from their al- 
legiance to the fupreme Being, and diverted 
all their devotion to himfelf. 

These are the out-lines of this phantaftic 
philofophy. The corruptions flowing from 
it, when adapted to Chriftiahity, were thefe. 
They held that the God of the Jews Was 
the Demiurgus; that to overthrow and 
fubvert the power and dominion of this 
Demiurgus, Jesus, one of the celefllial 
^ONS, was fent by the luprcme Being to 
enter into the body of the man Christ, 
in the fhape of a dove ; that Chrift, by bis 
miracles and fuiferings, fubverted the kingdom 
of the Demiurgus ; but when he eame' to 
fuffer, the j^Eon Jefus carried atong mt\\ 
himfelf the foul of Chrifr, and left behind upon 

the 
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fJic crofs, only his body and animal fpirit r 
that the Old Teftament ought to be rejefted, 
as having beeA the means whereby the Demi- 
URGUS fupported hi& influence among men; 
that the ferpent wha deceived Eve, ought to 
be honoured, for endeavouring to refcue mea 
from their flavery to the Demiurgus ; and^ 
finally, that we ought not to marry, or procre- 
ate children, becaufe, in doing fo, we generate 
matter, which is the fource of all evil ; and 
that there is no refurreftion of the body, be- 
caufe the body is material. 

Against this philofophy, and not againfE 
true fcience of any kind, are all thofe texts of 
Ac New Teftament levelled, which feem to» 
arraign philofophy. This is that philofophy 
which is there defcribed as vain, deceitful, tra- 
ditionary, formed upon the rudiments of the 
world,, and not after Chrift. Thefe are tlicr 
profane and eld wives fables ;. the endlefs ge* 
nealogies, vain babblings,, and oppofition of 
Icience falfely fc called, which we are to rc- 
jeft, and not to give heed to. And of dicfe 
Sophifts, or Gnoftics,. as they called them- 
felves, the Apoftles write, when they fey^ 
^ There are certain mcu crept in, unawares, 

** who 
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** who were before of old ordained to tliid 
•* condemnation ; ungodly men, turning the 
** grace of our God into lafcivioufnefs, and 
** denying the only Lord God, and our Lord 
**Jerus Chrift'.^ And again. « Now lE 
•* Chrift be preached that he rofc from tjie 
** dead, how fay fomc among you, that there 
** is no refurreflion of the dead • ?** 
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T0 this iKtRODOCTiON may not improperty hefuh^ 
joined a fl^t Abstract of the CHSoNOLodY 
of Our Lord^s Public Mini/by ^ as it has bemfet^ 
tlid by Sir Isaac Newton, andfime other Cri^ 
ttesy who mate it to have iajled Five Pajfovers. 

It is here copied frotn [Mr. Bowyer's] Com- 
JECTURES on the New Tefamenty &c. 8vo« 
1 772* a work equally learned and curious^ 
See his Preface^ pag. xxxi. where this 
Chronology is defended and illufirated. 

TfitE CHRONOLOGY OP Christ's 

t'UiBtiC MINIStRY. 

• 

The Fifteenth of Tiberius begaii Aug. 19, in 
the year 474a, of the Julian Period. (Tiberius's 
Keign began Aug. 19, An. J. P. 4727. A. D. 14.) 
80 foon as winter was over and the weather be* 
came warm enough, John began to baptize, 
.Luke iiii i^ [Suppoie in Marchi] 

A»D. Tib* The i^iRsx passover, John 11. 
31. 16-17, 33, Wedncfday Mar. 28, after 

Chrift's baptifin, (which was, wc 
may fuppofe, in September, the 
17th of Tiberius not beginning 
till Aug. I9«); he came into 
Judea: ftaid baptizing there while 
C John 
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ANwt the tiai9x q£ th^ wmt»r 
Splitice [in December], four 
mohths^^ before the harveft, J, C. 
went through Siamma into Cana 
of Galilee, Matt/iv^ 12. A No- 

' l^l^map of Orpernaum went to 
him there, and defired he would 
CQipe an^ heal hi^ Son. He did. 
not go, but faid, " Gq, thy foa 
« nveth.^* John iv. 

Mt!^ fome timc^ xbcse^ he* fttlkd 
through* the midft of:tb0 peopld^ 
and dweltinQiporjaaum^Lukeiv^ 

^ I.7WI 8* The SfiCOHD FA6 8O VSR, Moiidii}s 

Apr* 14* Ijfe.^Q^^od Peter, AiU 
drew, James^aiid John: P^acfaedi 
tjie Sermon on the Mount, Matt* 
V;^whithermultitiidfes followed' 
him from Jeruialem> where be 
had^been at the Fcaft. When the 
winter was coming on, He went 
to the feaft of Tabernacles 
inStpt.Matt.viii. J9^;3i3. Luke 

5^ 5^-57- 
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Ai Di I'ib. He went abbtit the villages of Ga- 
lilee, teadiing in their Syha* 
gogues, and Working many mi-^ 
racks, Matt, ix; Sent forth the 
twelve. Matt.*. Received a 
ineflage from John the Baptift. 
tJpbraided the cities of Chbtazih, 
bethfaida, and Caperliautn, be^ 
caufe they reperited not, Mm. xu 
ivhich fhews there was a con- 
Uderkblc ^time from the iinpri- 
fcwm^nt of Johh till now. 
c{2. 18*19. Th6 tHlRl) l»A6sovER, Friday, 

Apr. 3. After which, the difci- 
ptes, going through the corn^- 
fifeldsj rubbed the ears in their 
hand^^ Matt. xii. Luke vi. li 
hvlipoirpuTa; **'on" the fecond. 
** prime Sibbtfth," that is^ the 
fccond of the two great feaffs 
of the paffovet '; as we fay, Low 
SuJjdaV. ' ^ 

He healed a man' on the fabbath- 
day, Matt. xii. 9. Lukevi. 6. 

The Kiarifees cohfulted to deftro/ 
him, when he withdrew him-* 
felf. Matt, jiiu 14. 

G z A.D. 
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A. D. Tib. He fpake in a fhip three parables^ 

one of the Seedfinan ibwing the 
fields^ .Matt xiii; whence we 
niay infer it was now feed time ; 
and that the feaft of the Taberna-* 
desy in Sept* or Oftob. was paft. 
He went into his own country, and 
taught in the Synagoguos; but 
did not any mighty work, be- 
caufe of their unbelief. The 
^X) Twelve returned, having been 

abroad a year, and told him of 
1 John's being beheaded. He de- 

parted privately in a fhip to 
Bcthfaida. Fed five thoufend in 
the defart. Matt. xiv. Luke ix. 
John vi. 4. 
33* i9*20,The FOURTH PASSOVER, Friday,^ 

Apr. 23. John vi. 4. to which 
he went not up, John vii. i. 
Henceforward he was. found on 
the coaft of Tyre and Sidon; 
then by the fea of Galilee, next 
on the coaft of Qefarea Philippi, 
and laftly at Capernauni, Matt. 
XV. 2 1 . 29. xvi. 3. xvii. 34. Went 
: privately to the Feaft of. Taber- 
nacles 



CHRIST'S MINISTRY. 37 

Ai D. Tib* nacles in Autumn, John vii. a* 

The Jews thought to ftone him, 
but he efcaped, John viii. 59. 
Went to the feaft of Dedication 
inWinter, Johnx. 22. The Jews 
feeking to kill him, he fled be* 
yond Jordan, John x. 39, 40. 
Matt. xix. I. On the death of 
Lazarus came to Bethany, John 
xi* 7. 18. Walked no more 
openly, but retired to Ephraim, a 
city in the wildemefs, till 
34- 30. The FIFTH and last passover, 

Wednefday, Apr. 13, John xi. 
S3'— SS» fa the ConfuUhip of 
Fabius and Yitellius* 
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NEW TESTAMENT. 

TH £ facred Writings which Chriftlant 
receive as divinely inipired^ are calle4 
in general Scripture or The Scriptures^ 
a word which literally fignifies Writing, or 
The Writings. This TMe pften occurs 
in the New TeftamentS and w»s commotily 
applied in the time of our Saviour to denote 
the books received by the Jews a§ the rule of 
ftith t it has fince be^n extended to the writ- 
tings of the Apoftles ^ and £vjlhgelifts, afs coth- 
pleating the whole tf divine reflation ; fo that 
the writ irtgs of thfc Old and NevT Ttftaftifent att 
Ifldifcriminately (iallfed by Chtiftterls, by Way 
Ht)f diftinaion, ScklPTukE, ot fM Stfti f - 
•Turks. 

* s Tim. iii. ifi. Lnk<itr.«i. 4sP«t.ui. x<. 
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The whole coUeftion of thefe facred wri* 
tings is called the Bible: This word ori* 
ginally fignifies Book, and is given to the wri- 
tings of the Prophets and Apoftles by way of 
eminence. Thefe poUeftively are called the 
Book, or Bible, the Book of Books, as fuperior 
in excellence to all others in the world. 

The holy Scriptures are divided into tJic 
Old and New Testament. The former 
contains the books written under the Old Dif- 
penfatioa of the Law of Mofes; the laiter 
tiioie publifhed under the New Dilpeniation of 
the Gofpel. 

The New Testament (contaiqing the 
infpired books written after Chrift's afceniion 
into heaven) is intitled in Greek H KAINH 
AIA9HKH, a title which was early borrowed 
by the Church from Scripture*, aijd authori;sed 
bySt.Pa\ahimfelf^ 

This title according to the paiTages of Scrip- 
ture whence it is taken, fhould be rendered 
Covenant. And in this view. The New 
Covenant fignjfies, << A Book containing the 
^* terms of the new Covenant between God 

« Mat Xjcvi* ftS. Gal. ill. 17. Heb.viii, 8. ix. 
l|. «0f ^ 2 Cor* iii. 14, ' 

« Wd 
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I 

^ and Man." But according to the meaning 
of the Primitive Church, which beftowed this 
title, it is not altogether improperly rendered 
I^EW Testament ; as being that wherein the 
fihriftian's inheritance is fealed to him as a ion 
gnd heir of God, and wherein the , death of 
Chrift as a teftator< is related at large, and.ap'^ 
plied to bur benefit. As this title implies tliat 
in the Gofpel unipeakable gifts are given, or 
l)equeathed to us, antecedent to all conditions 
^required of us ; the title of TesTAMj&nt may 
be retained, although that of Covenant i? 
. jnoft exa£t and proper. 

The facred writings of the New Teftament 
are all handed down to us in the Greek Lan^^ 
goage, which was that moft generally under*- 
ilood a^ the time they were written, and are 
part Hiftorical, part Epiftolary, and part Pro- 
phetical \ Of the former are, , 

THE FOUR GOSPELS^ 

The word ETATrEAION Evangelium 

(Gospel) fignifies in Greek authors any joyful 

tidings, and is exaAly anfwerable to our Englifh 

^ word GospE L, which is derived from the Saxon 

f H«b, ix. |6| I7« ^ Vixt Revelations. 

Co»; 
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Cobf SP^t ^n^ fP^^. Q>cech or tidings. In the 
Kew Tefiament this term is confined to 
^ The glad tidings of the aftual cxnnii^ of the 
•^ Mefliah ;** and is even oppofcd to the pro- 
phecies concerning Qirift, 1[kom.i. i, 1.) So 
in Matt. xi. 5. our I^id feys> ** The Poor 
^^Txare the Golpd preached to them:* i. ei 
The commg of the Meffiah is preadietl to tht^ 
ft)on Hence the Chnrch gave the name of 
Golpels to the Lives of Chrift, thstt is, to thofe 
Ikcred hiftorics wherein the good news of the 
coming of tJie Meffiah, with all its joyful cir- 
Cumftances are recorded. 

The Chronological Order of thefc facred 
narratives, according to the moft eminent 
Critics who have confidcrcd tfii$ fnbjcft, is 
1l»£bllovsrs, 
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T A B L E 

• ■ • • 

OF THE 

HISTORICAL BOOKS, 

With tlie Places when and where wrktco^ 
according to Mr. MiCtf AELIs, 

^ook. PlaecJ ' A. I>. 

St, MATTifiWf Jvvth or near lu , fs 

In Hebrew, for the Uib of the Hebrews* 

f T. Mark. Rome* tfi 

for the We of the Romsjie who ttn4crft09d 

not Hebrew* 

For eke Ufe of the Oenttie Chril^eae hi 
%ypc« Oreeee^ ^. 

$T. John. Ephesus. 6^ 

To refute the Errors of Ctiiathttt «ttd the 

Gnoftics. 

The Acts by 1 
' St. Luke. J Alexandria. 6s or 64 

For the Ufe of Churches every where* 

Dk* 
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Dr. Mill and DhLardner cozicur for 
the moft part in thefe dates^ &c. only the latter 
thinks St. Matthew*8 Golpel was writ in 
Greek about a. d. lxiv ; that St. Mark's was 
alio penned the fanie year; and that St. Luke's 
Goipel and Ads of the ApofUes were firft pub* 
liftied in Greece. — ^Dr. Mill thinks St. John's 
Gofpel was written fo late as the year xcvxiy 
not long before his death. 

It is the general opinion of thefe and almoft * 
all other Critics, that the firft three Evaogelifts 
had not feen each other's Gofpels, when they 
compofed their own, except St. Mark, who is 
allowed to have abridged that of St. Mat- 
thew 2 But an ingenious writer * has lately 
compared the feveral Golpels together in the 
joriginal language, and thinks he hath difcovered 
ilrong internal proofs of the contrary : he has 
dierefore offered a new arrangement according 
to the following table : 

1 Dr. Owen. See hit Obfenrations on the Four 
Goipelf, t7o,i764« 

A SCHEME 



NEW TESTAMENT. 45 



HEME 

Of the Times, Places, and occafions of writing 
the Gofpels, according to Dr. Owen. 

Gofpels. Places. A. D. 

St. Matthew^s Jerusalem, about 38 ^ 
For the Ufe of the Jewilh Convens. 

*. St. Lvice*s« Corinth. about 5^ 

For the Ufe' of the Gentile Converts. 

Srr* Marcos. Romb. about 63 

For the Ufe of Chriftians at large. 

' St. }ohn*s. £pHBst;s. about 59 

To confute the Cerinthian and other Herefies. 

This ingenious writer thinks, St. Mat- 
thew wrote his Goipel for the ufe of. the 
Churches at Paleiline, then compofed of Jewilh 
converts, an4 adapted it to the condition of the 
times, and the nature of their circumflances. 

** When the Gentiles were admitted into 
the Chriftian Church, St. Luke, as the exigence 

^ This and the Date of St. Luke*e Oofpel arevon« 
trorerted in the following Pages s howorery the fttesal 
Amngeme&t ma/ be allowed to iUnd here. 
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bf their ftate required, strengthened their faitH 
by another Goipel, accommodated to ^eii* 
ipecial ufe, 

" AndI vfhcn the invidichii difiindion be- 
tween Jew arid Gentile h^ well nigh ceafed^ 
Sti Mark, wifely rejeftiiig the many peculi- 
arities of thefe two Gofpels, cotnpa£ted a third 
out of their mdft important coatents, for the 
benefit and infiruftion of Chriflians at large. 

, ^And afterwandi, when the Church wa^ 
infefted by Heretics, St. John undertook to 
confute their errors from the life and oan^ 
verfatioa of Cfartft 3 which ^voduced the laft 
of thefe OdQiels ; and a&rded the author an 
opportunity of relating feveral yemarkablc 
things which had been omitted by his prede-^ 
cc^brs." 

<< Til£S£ /our Oofpels, he thiliks, foitn one 
complete SlrsTEtt op Divinity : and if w« 
read them in the ordet they are here jdaced in, 
we Ihall find them improving on one another, 
and yet all coflQ>tring to one end, to a perfeft 
tei^eftmstiofl of revealed Religion. Each of 

the axilibora CPlKuiled th^ wridogt of his Prc'^ 
dcesibti} and either by the addkion of fafts-^ 
explanation t>f terms «^o^ confiimatiott topf doc^ 

trine, 
7 
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trine, contributed fomething to the common 
flock and the general inftru&ion of Chriftians« 
They likewife quoted each other's words, and 
thereby recommended each other's hiflorics ; by 
which meails they became not only mutual 
vouchers for the truth of thefe genuine Gof- 
pels, but at the fame time, joint-oppofers of 
all thofe fpurious ones, that were impiouily 
obtruded upon the world. St. Luke by hisf 
quotations referred his readers to the Gofpel of 
St. Matthew. St. Mark "again referred to 
both the former. And all three were approved 
by St. John and appointed to be read in 
Churches. And afterwards when he wrote hi» 
own, it was ulhered into the world with the 
Jcnowledge, approbation, and perhaps teftimony 
of all the Aiiatic bifhops. Thus was the whole 
Evangelic Hiftory finally clofed, and the Evan- 
gelical Canon eftablifhed upon the firmeft 
ground, and by the moft venerable authority," 



or 
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OF 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO ST. MATTHEW. 

THIS Gofpel was written before the 
other three. The author of it was 
an eye-witnefs of moft of the fa£):i 
he relates, haying been early called to the 
Apoftolic Office by Chrift himfelf \ Befides 
the Name of Matth£W, he had alfo that of 
Levi, being the Son of Alpheus ^ but not 
of that Alpheus or Cleophas, who was the 
Father of James &c''. He was originally 
by profeffion a Publican, or colleAor of the 
Roman Taxes : His office confifted in gather- 
ing the cufioms of fuch commodities as came 
by the fea of Galilee, and in receiving tribute 
from fuch pafiengers as weit by water. 
This Iterative poll he chearfully quitted for 
the fake of Chrift, to whom he became z, 
faithful attendant and eye-witnefs of all his 
miracles. 

* See Matt, ix. 9. Mark ii. 14.. b Matt, x. 3. 

D In 
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Im what year St. Matthew wrote his Gofpet 
is not agreed by ancient writers ; feme dat- 
ing it in the year, of Chrift xu, others in 
XLix, and others between the yesirs £Xi and 
LxiVr This . laft account t» gathered from 
Irenaeus, and is what the moft. judicious Mo- 
dern Critics^ are inclined to prefer ; not only 
^ Iiensdus was the moft toeie^t of thofe 
wba hd^e giren tfa^ circuififtance 0f time, but 
for other reafons* The Hebrews fufFered 
about that time a heavy pirf«6Uti«rn, which 
sdmoft drove them to apoftacy, sind obliged 
St« Paul to irt'rite bi« Epiftle to them* In 
thefe circumftaftftes nothing could be of itiore 
expediency and ^ io them, Ihaii a biftory of 
the miracles and refiirrefiioil 6t Chrift. It 
28 moft probable therefore that b^th this Got- 
pel and the Epiftle to the Hebrews ' were 
written with the fame view, to prefi^ve the 
Chriftians of Judasa in the faith. 

AGAIN) this Gofpel contains fevbral plain 
predictions of the miferies and defdlation of 
Jerufalem, and of the overthrow of tke Tern* 
pie, &c. befides many other figurative intima^ 

c MicHAELis 18 for the year 6i. Lardner is 
for 64.* See alfo Bi^SNAOEi &c. 

tions 
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tiony of the f^mc thiug^ which could not 

iafely be puhliihfid tio^all the world jb wrUiogv 

eiU towards tbo cqucIu&iii of th* ]%^\0^ (k^tp. 

A¥ ipg^niqii^ Writer «* h#9 l^t^ly pfpp<^ft4 

9 QiH^h WjJIieif 44t« Qf St, Mattp^w'i 

Q^ffif 1 : H? M)d0^ thiols tba^ i% w^s ^rit; ig 

a time of perfecution, for the IJk Qf tjhe I^^s, 

\^t th^n bf filSPpfcm it w^ ^n tM. %ft jer- 

fecutiQQ, ^tiich r^ge4 in Pa^ftjiii^ s^^r th^ 

death of the M?rtyi* Stephen ; ^bovf the ye^r 

of Chrift xio^viUjj iu the fccond yw ftf tl^P 

TuEH.^ i§ hpwever ^ qapit^l 9bjc(aJQn tp 

thi? v^ry o^rly date ; sicnd tbat; is, the greajt 

clearnefs with whiqh ths c^ix^prehenfiv^ de« 
fign qf the CferiflifiQ {>ifp^|\f^tiQjn, a§ extend- 
ing to the wb9l^ Q«nUls wpj-](i> i| unf/o!ded 

i() this Gpfpri. Whereas i$ is yr^\\ knowQ 
and allowed by *11| th^t for ^ while o«if 

liOrd's Pifqiplea hbcmred under Jewifh pre- 
judices ; and th$it they di^ not fijlly under- 
fiand all his Difcourfes^ at the time they were 
Ipol^en. They could no% clearly difcern (he 

' Dr. Owen. See hb Qbferv^tiQAS pn the Four 
Gofpels^ 8vo* p. 2ft. 

« Vide Johfl xvi. 7— r4 ; and other paflag^t. 

D 2 extenfive 
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cxtenfive defign of the Gofpel fcheme, tiU 
after St. Peter bad been at the houfe of Cor^ 
nelius, and there received Gentile converts into 
the Church without Circumcifion ^ ; nor in- 
deed till after the Gofpel had been preached 
abroad in foreign countries by St. Paul and 
other Apoftles^ 

Now if we turn to St. Matthew's Gofpel, 
we every where find the enlarged views of his 
divine Mailer reprefented in too clear a man- 
ner to admit a doubt, that the writer wgs igno- 
rant of their full tendency and meaning. Thus 
he (hows that the Apoftles were to teach all 
nations K He reprefents the fpirituality and 
freedom of the Gofpd ^ : And that our Sa- 
viour was deflgned to be a bleffing to the Gen- 
tiles '• That the fame Evangelift underflood 
the calling of the Gentiles and the rejection of 
the Jews, may be inferred from feveral paf- 
fages K He had alfo a difiinA apprehenfion 
of the extent of our Lord's Kingdom and the 

f A£ls» Ch. X. This Event is placed by Chronolo^ 
gifts about the year 39. ^ Cb. xxviii. 19. hCb.xv. 
JO. 20. i Cb. ii. Ch. ill. 9. ^ Ch. viii. io> 12. Ch. 
^y>« 53> 4^* Ch* xxii. i. 14.. 

progrefs 
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pYogrefs of his Dodrine, when he recdrded 
thofe parables in Chapter xiii. And i't is pro- 
bable he had fome knowledge of the Gofpel's 
having been preached out of Judea, when he 
put down that declaration concerning the wo- 
man in Ch. xxvi. 13. 

Th£RE is alfo an expreffion ufed once or 
twice, intimating that fome confiderable fpace 
of time had elapfed between the event and the 
time when this Golpel was written. - ISee 
Chap, xxvii. 8. and Chap, xxviii. 15^; 

Whoever weighs all thefe circumftanccg 
will rather be inclined to fix the date of. this 
Gofpel in the later perfecution oi the Jewifli. 
Chriftians of Paleftine about the yearsiXTY- 
ONE, than in the more early one in thirty- 
eight. For it is the unanimous opinion of 
Antiquity, that 

** St. Matthew wrote his Gofpel for the 
fervicc of the Jews in Paleftine "5 with a view 

iSce this i^rgument bandied more at large by Dr, 
Lardner, Supplement, Ch. v. Vol. i. The fame Au- 
thor has fliown many advantages of the laie pfibljca* 
lion of the Gofpel in his Credib. Vol. viii. p. 1*4; 137. 

" Origen, apud Eufcb. L. vi. c. aj. Hieron. & 
Thcophylaftin Mat.— Vide Dr. Owxii, paffim. 

D3 t. 
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to toAfirm rfiofe whoMifved, iMl «• €bnvert» 
if f offibfe, thofe tvho Mi«ved iibc/' TIm 
c^inion is iupported by federal ^sdb|;«s of his 
Gioi^l. Tb\i^ the Eva^gelift bc^kis with the 
GeoeaJogy^Chrift from AhfelMim; wkicli^ 
agreeably to the Jewi(h puftota^ he gvi^% ao 
fording d^ 1)is liia&^^i^ defcent h]r Jo<«|»h his 
fep^M Fibber; lieductng it 4^«rli frboi 
|\]brMiam ^hrovgh Dt¥M» ikd Diq^ Ms tMe hi 
«hli Kingdom of Krlelv Thae alfo ibe refers 
often th Jewidi -cufl«iAs>; relays 0ie «ioft oT 
iDvr Sbv>>M>r^ diTcdurfe a[gmiift ^em(h tbrbrs 
ktifl ftiperftkk>hs *" } ^qubees • tlie grbateft tmm«> 
ifbY ^ |>irfn|ges from ithe Jewifli ScriiAunes | 
^mfifi^Fs the mto% 'Cbnfiderri>le ,^iAi ^oi^et- 
tiMi { «f)d f feqiren^tiy mates -tife of the terBis 
|U)'d.fhi^fes^f }emVhi Theology » 

TfiAT this Evangelift wjrofeefn«Miiie ««tf 
^«rlMitie9)i» t^cJ^rs f r^m «he ifn^^'U fefol 'kf-r 
ibife which )/e jgii^ <tb oomfisitt 'Mud foppopt 
the fuffering Chrildians ; and to moderate, 
«i^-^VWn, or m leijft tfe^er, iSife pfcrfecuting 
Jews, ^'t^ith regard to the Chriftiww, be in^ 
)!br9is then) 'that/4:heir'a£|«(9iio«s were n^ mor^ 

thim 
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dnn whfltifhejr hzd iieon lau^ to «iipe^im4 
had engsgel to faBiu-, wheo they «nbrace4 

ftd to tkbom A6 :f rvile of their faith^^: T^ata 
cpi^furdly dDfertioo of .the <jkxrpd would onlf 
CMppTe them io groater i^aiiiilkfi> and cut them 
4Bff^BsmiiA^d>{hof9humak9': Thattheymtg^ 
lawfully ufe means of prefervation, when xocLr 
AiaatfmA iimoeence^ : TimtAcxtkrvuice 
cf the fiilcs .pf the GQ%>d was an excellenK 
taeans to foFton Ac fury ^of tAfdr enemies^ t 
And that it was ibetter to (utkr n^urtyvAook^ 
-than by any Jxtfe .compliance to incur G^d'^ 
4dlfpleaAire''« 

Oxr the other hand, with regard to the un^ 
«icrciful Jews, he tries tofoften their preju- 
Hices and engage -diem in the praAice of 4neek- 
tiefs and charity ** : To this end he inculcatM 
the amiaUenels of a compaffionateandbenevo- 
lentdifpofition^: its advantages here, and re- 

s 

# Ch« X* Iff, as..)4f— 56* Cb.«¥i. 14. # Ch« 
V. II. Ch* «xitr««49*i«4i. 9 ^h.4C. %%» ^9tl*-%9^ 
^Ch. x«.x<t*i7.^, * .Ch.>T..99.^ii«'ia. A4f— 27. 
Ch. ^. >i5-«i-M>. t Ch« xTi« » 5 ' ^•7# »Ch. x. «<• 
f Cb. ix.i^. -^Ch. V. ^s^^HlJ.'Clu^viii. i»3*-3l/ 

D 4 wards 
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wards hereafter '• He reminds them of the 
judgements infli£led on their fathers for the 
cruel treatment of the prophets, and that they 
might expe& worie if they perfifted in the 
ways of cruelty^ : for that God, though long- 
fufiering, would at laft vindicate his eled^ 
and punifh their 4)ppr€flrors with a general de- 
ftru£tion *. . 

St. Matthew is faid by ancient writers 
to have written his Gofpel originally in He- 
brew or Syriac ; out of which it was early 
tranflated, either by himfelf, or fome other 
yVpoftolic writer, into Greek, as being the 
more univerfal language. However fome 
judicious Critics among the moderns, by ex- 
amining the internal Structure of the Greek 
Text, have found reafon to believe, that the 
ancients were miftaken in this refpedl, and 
.that the Greek Copy is nqt a v^r(ion> hut the 
original % 

» Cf». V, 5. 7» 9. Ch. X. 40— 4.«. Ch. xviii. «3 — SS« 
. Ch. v. fti — zi. Ch. XXV. 3i-<-46. 7 Ch. xxiii. 

27— •39. Ch. X. 14, 15. > Ch. xxiv. X, &:c. 

*SeB LaRDNEX, JORTIN, DODDERIDGEy WrP*- 

STEIN, Basnage, &x. However, the conln^ry opi* 
.nton IB maintained with no mean arguments by Mi- 

CHAELIS. 

After 
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After all, whether the prefcnt Gofpel was 
the original or a tranflation, it is agreed on all 
hands to be of divine authority, being publKhed 
in the Apoftolic Age j univerfally received by 
the Chriftian Church as authentic ; and many 
paflages of it being (as a learned writer has 
lately fliown ^} incorporated into the Gofpels 
of St. Mauk and St. Luke, who have there- 
by bof'n teftimony to its genuine fenfe, and 
fet their feals to its authenticity. 

^ See Dr. Owen's Obferrations on the Four Gof. 
pels. By way of fpecimeii compare Mark iv. i— -9, 
with Matt. xiii. i<*9. And Mark xiv. 26-— 46, with 
Matt. xxvi. 30—50. So again ccni;)are Luke iii.4— 6, 
with Matt. iii. 3, &c. Lukeiii. 7—99 with Matt. iii. 
7—10. Luke ill. j6, 17, with Matt. iii. ii, 12. Luke 
xii. 22— 31, with Matt. vi. 25 — 33. Luke vii. 20« 
22— xf> with Matt, xi 3^-1 1> &:c. &c. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO ST. MARK. 

THIS Gofpel n agreed to have 1>eenwril> 
ten by that Makic whom St. Pfte& 
afficAionatdy call« his Son, i. e. his worthy 

m 

flirciple^, and whom the ancients affirm to 
have been the familiar companion of that 
appftle. He is alfo bj^lieved to have been the 
JofTN ftirnamed .Mark-^, to whofe mothef'4 
houfe St. PfTESL retired when relcafe'd hy th^e 
Angel out /of -Prifon % and who is the £une 
John that accompanied 'Bt, Paxil and Bar- 
nabas in their travMs^ .M49.K was jhei]^ 
his furname, which he had probably aflumed 
in compliance with the Jewifh cuftom, while 
he travelled among the Heathensi to whom 
bis Hebrew name of John wduld have ap- 
peared too foreign. 

His mother dwelt at Jerufalem, and the 
Chriftians afiembled at her houfe S; he was 

« X Pet* V. 13. ' See LARDNER9 Michaelis, 
ice. ^« A^i aii« rst i^ Ibid. ver. %$• 

t Acls ill. IS. coufin 
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eoufin to Bari^a)3A.$ \ aad attended hxm and 
St. Pauc« in their iirft travels afoosng theGca** 
tilefi'; but he loon ieparfated frdm l^env^, 
which ot:ca£one<ll a divi£on between thok two 
Apeftle«, when Ba rim as as took him along 
with him another jourftey K However, rfhtm 
fid^Rlc .iived «t Rome aboiit the time of 
St. PAtTC*^ ocnpmfonaent, that apollk kad db 
good an opinion of him, that he recfeoms him 
lUBong im MloHr-laborers ", and had thoughtiii 
of fending him to CoIctfTe ". 

St. Maick« even humanly fpeaking^ was 
a Tery credible wttnefe of the Life of Chrift. 
He wsas ftrifily fpeaking an Evangelift, i. fe. 
fi Preacher fcnt by the Apoftle« to Jews and 
GentUes without being confined to any par* 
ti.eular churoh^ What Timothy was to Sx. 
Paul, Ma&ic was to St. Peter apd Barnabas, 
and at laft he bore the fame relation to .St^ 
Paul himfelf. It was ufual. for fuch Evange^ 
Hfts to baVfe ektraortlinary gifts of the Holy 
Ghoft **. Hence we hs^ye juft reafori to be- 

1* Col. ir. 10. * AftsKii. »5« * Aftsxiii. 13. 
ICh. »v. f6^^sD. ^ Philem. 94. » Col. iv. 10. 

' I Tim* jv, 14. and % T^Ata^u ^. 

lieve 
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licvc that St. Mark wrote by Tnf{)iration : Arid 
as the primitive Church has tranfmitted to us 
h's Gofpe], as a boolc of divine authority, 
without ever entertaining the leaft doubt of his 
infpiration, we have no reafon to confider it 
as a mere human compofition* 

St. Mark is univerfally allowed to have 
written after St, Matthew p j and a learned 
writer n thinks, he alfo wrote after St. Luke, 
The Gofpels of thefe two Evangelifts were 
written, that of St.* Matthew with particular 
reference to the Jews, that of St. Luke with 
a view to the Gentiles ; the Gofpel of St. 
Mark (according to this fuppofition) was 
compofed laft of the three, in a ftill more ' 
fimple, form and for more general ufe. It was 
Vfficten at the requeft and for the ufe of the 
Chriftian Church at Rome ; which was at 
that time' the grand metropolis and common 

P M. Michaelis thinks that St. Mark had St* 
Matthew's Gofpel chiefly before him, and wrote 
principally with a Dcfign of publiHiing in a more 
known language (fc. the Greek) that which St. Mat* 
thcw had written in Hebrew. 

1 Dr. Owen. See his Obfenrations on the Four 
Gofpels J mcntioneci above in the Introdu^Ioi). 

2 center 
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center of all civilized nations. St. Mark's^ 
Gofpel is therefore a fimple and compendious 
narrative divefted of almoft all peculiarities 
and accommodated to the ufe of Chriftians in 
general. 

As the other two Evangelifls had been fo 
full in their accounts of our Saviour's birth 
and infancy, this will account for St. Mark's 
paffing over that Period of the hiftory, and 
confining his narrative to the time of our 
Lord'i public mifSon. And as this had been 
fo well related already, he had little more to 
do than to abridge the two former Gofpel s, 
varying fome expreffions, and inferting fome 
additions, which he probably had from St. 
Peter. Whoever compares St. Mark: with 
the other two Evangelifts will find that he co- 
pies' largely from both^, and takes one or. 

"' Sec Dr. Owen's Obfervation?, &c. padino. Com- 
pare in the Greek Mark iv. i— 9, with Matt. xiii. x-— 9 ; 
where the parable of the Sower is taken from Sr.Mactv 
So again in the explanation of the Parablci ver. 15-— 
30, he had his eye on St. Matt, ver 19— 239 till he 
comes to the conclufion, ver. zt, zi, 25, where he 
makes a tranfuion to Sc. Luke» ch. ?iii« 16— 1 8* 
Compare a]fo» St. Mark i. 21-— 28, with Luke iv. 
1 1—379 Sec* &c. This co-incidence proves at leaC^, 

other 
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other of tbcm conftantly for his gatde^ boC 
chiefly St* Matthew : the order, which is hU 
own, is very clofe and well conaeAed* la 
his account of faAa he is clear, eza& aad 
critical ; for he wrote for the peru&l of » 
learned people : And he proceeds with cau* 
lion, as it were to clear his Go^l from all 
cbjeAions* 

His Exordium is Cngular ; for whilft oth;^ 
Evangelifts ftile our Saviour *< thcf Son of 
*' Man," he calls him exprefsly *' the *Soa 
«( of God :" an auguft title, the more likeljr 
to engage the attention of the lordly Romaas* 
With the (ame view probably he omits fuch 
particulars as might be of more ufc to his cqua- 
trymen than to foreigners; as the genealogy of 
Cbrift ; the maflacre of the children at Beth*- 
lehem ; the accpunt of Jefus's birth ; the fer^ 
mon on the mount, which expofes the falfe 
morality of the Pharifees, to which th? Gen* 
tiles were ftrangers } and in general the quo*- 
tations of certain prophecies of the Old Tef* 
tament. On the other hand he adds fpme things > 

that one of thefe two Evangclifts (St. Mark and St. 
Luke) 'had feen the other when he wrote. Which of 
them wrote firft, mvft foe colUfted from other proof*. 
I for 



OF S. MARK. 63 

for the fstke of the Gentiles, to enable them to 
nn^rAand the hiftory of Chrift. Thus in 
Chap. vii. 2, he clcplains what was the nieail- 
mg of •* defiled** or •* common** among the 
Jews : and in ver. 3, 4, inftructff hi« readeis 
lA the Jewtfh cuftoms, which was tmneeeflary 
in St. Matthew. In Cba}s xv« it, having 
mentioned Sioion the Cyrenian, he ad(fa, that 
be WA« ** the father o^Alexander and Rufus,** 
bec^ufe both thefe perfons refided at Rome^ 
dnd were known to the Roman Chriftians •• 
And perhaps the young man mentioned in Ch« 
xiv. 519 52, was a Roman, whofe curiofity 
might lead him to know the caufe of the tu- 
mult, and being a Arajnger might be the fooner 
fufpe£led, and therefore apprehended. He 
had perhaps oftea told the Story at Rome ; 
and the Evangelift thought proper to confirm 
it. In this light it makes a good argument. 
« All internal marks of this fort confirm the re- 
port of the ancients, that St. Mark wrote his 
Gofpel chiefly for the ufe of the Romans. 

The time when he wrote it appears* to 
have been about the end of the year lxii, or 

8 re Rom. xvi. ij. 
t Set Dr. Owen^sObfervationSi p. 76—80. MilU &c. 

Lxni, 
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Lxiii, the ninth of the emperor Nero, when 
the Church ftood in need of all the Canfola* 
tions of Religion^ to fupport it under the ' 
vaffliSive weight of a moft dreadful and cruel 
perfecution* 

The Greek language was at that time more 
in requeft at Rome, than the Fi'ench is 
among us; fo that the moft familiar letters of 
the emperor Auguftus ^hich are fiill extant), 
are commonly either in Greek, or intermix- 
ed with Greek. We are not therefore to 
wonder that St. Mark a foreigner wrote hi3 
Gofpel in that language, for the yfe of the 
Chriftian Church in general. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO ST. LUKE. 

THIS Gofpd[\ is' generally allowed to 
have been writtfen by that '' beloved 
Hiyfrcian," ^o fe mtntioned by St. IPa ul, 
itiCd.i'ti 14, and whom he fexprefsly aflerts 
to htfve betn a Gtntilc "• Confequently he 
Wtts iveitb*er 6ne of the Seventy Difciples, nor 
an eye-witnefsoFotir Saviour'^ Miracles, as 
hath been fometimcs fiippofed^ ; but we know 
that he was intimately converfant with apofto- 
&CI1I PerfiMiSi 

TfeAT St. Luke tjrayclled with St. Paul 
to Rome, and there affifted him for Tome time, 
appears ffcm ieveral paflages of fcripture ""• 
From thence he is affirmed by the ancients, to 
llave gone into Africa^ and to have preached 
the Gorpcl at Thebes in £gypt« His intcr- 
€oiirfe with the Apoftles, and eye-witnefles of 

6 Ibid. v€r. II. ^ Luke i. 3. ' A^sxxTi'ii. 
X3-*-s6« Col«iv,i4. Fhilem. 24. 

E .the 
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the works of Chrift, renders him an unexcep- 
tionable witnefs, as a man ; efpecially, fince 
he aflures us, chat he inveftigated every thing 
diligently % and had drawn it from the foHn- 
tain bead '• And it is no more objedion to 
the divinity of his book that he wrote from 
the information of others, than it is to the in- 
%fration of Mofes, that he took his firft book 
from antient records, and fbmetmes refers to 
other books' : and therefore we may well re- 
ceive the univerfal teftimony of the Chriftian 
Church, that St. Luke, under the direction 
of the Holy Ghost, committed to writing 
thofe particulars which he had received from 
infallible witnefTes. 

It has been the common opinion, that St, 
Luke wrote latcrthan St. Matthew and St. 
Mark: but the ingenious writer fo often 
quoted^ thinks that St. Mark wrote lall of 

I 

y 'AxgjCwg, ^ 'Afu^iv, * Numb, xxu «7- 

b Dr. Owen, ^ce hi$ Obfervations on the Qofpels. 
He fixes the date of St. Luke's Gpfpel in A. D. 53 : 
}f foi it mull have been "written before St. Matthew** 
(fee above, p. 52.) s but as the coi^trary feens demon- 
iirable from the pafTages of Srt. Matthew copied by St, 
Luke (fee below^ p* 69.) wc muft aflign a later date 

I the ^, 
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the three ; and this, as^ we have feen, has 
great appearance of teafbn ^. 

St. Jerom affirms, that St. Luke penned 
his Gofpel on theSorder^ o^ Achaia and Bgco*^ 
tia, which fliould leem to he at <he time wheii 
he was attending Su Paul in his travels 
through Greece; under whofe care and ih-^ 
IpeAion he probably wrote it. It is agreed 
to be this Evaingelift whoni that Apoftle ex- 
prcfsly 'ftiles, ** the brother, whofe praife is 
in the Gofpel^." And that St. LtUt wrote 
agreeably at leaft to St, I^ai^l's fenfe, will be 
evident to any one that compares the two paf- 
fages quoted in the' mafg'rn% where the Apof- 
tle and EvaAgelift have both ufed the very 
fame wor^s in Creek to defcribe the inilrtutioi][ 
of the Lord^s Supper : this co-incidence (hews 
the agreement o^ their fentiments, which- 
ever of them is fuppofed to have written firf(« 

St. Matthew's Oofpel being intended 
chiefly for the Jews, . it was highly expedient 

to St. Luke*t (rofpel 1 xinUA we date St. Matthew's 
Goipel in 4X9 or 49^ 

« P. 6x. * a Cor. viif, 18. • Wke ixif. 

i9i so, with I Cor. xi. 93-<^j. 

. £ ^ that 
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$hat fomp J9fiMrt;d appft^^al jcrfop ftq^f 
write fucb z hiftqry p( ppx ^if)}ff'^ l^^ ^ 
m^t fatisfy tj)f inftuirjje? >;id ]^ i^^^^A to* 
the fituatign of thp p.^ptile (yjnycrts.r-rTlfif 
accordingly appe?^ tp ^jyp %cn jhf ^culi^r 
view of St. Luke m his Goipel : for. writinfir 
to tbofe )yh.o ii|rer^ far pcmote frq^ thp fcene 
pf adlion, and ignorant of lewifh aiFairs, it 
was requifite for hip to 4ief(:end to xnafiy parr 
pcujar§, ?p,d toqch o|i njany ppifj^, if^iclj 
woul^ |iaye bpen i|^n/^ce|rar^ W.b^Q Pf^^FE 1^9 
the Jews.. Pf^cf J>e bcgiq§ ^i^ hiifltofJ T? 
much farther back than the reft, and \s fo 
careful ii| fpecifyips times an,d pl^ce;. Hencf 
he gives t}ie genealogy of Chfift, acf:ording to 
his N A^URA^L defcent from thp Virgin Mary ^ 
and carries it up to Adam : Shewing )ie w^s 
that feed of the woman, who was promifed 
for the redemption of the whqlb world* 

^ By interpofing an pafy parenthefie^ the Bedigree m- 
St. Lyke is i^atprally «oi)oe6m' yitk^ fhf fa^Ujf of 
Mary. << And Jefus began to be, or was, vvhen he 
** l^?^an ^1/ il^wj/fb'i ^^9Wt tl)irt)( yeav^ of age | ^ini 
** (as was fuppoi'Mi, the fop of Jofeph, buitjip, r^ajtl 
f* the /on pf Hell, wb/i wtu the father of ^rji.' 

IDUER. 

With 
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V^irti regard to tHe gieriefal conftrirftiorf 
-of St, Luke's Gofpel, it feems to be formed^ 
iearlj^ Qii tftc fafae plah with tliat of St. Mat- 
:f rtiwj ^hoits very words are fometimfes co- 
picdE. TiWKedv as die OeittHe converts fuf- 
fer^d theTame diings fiiohi thfeir countrymerf 
Aat tK^ Jfewiffi eHriffians dM from the Jevirs,' 
it ilirai iXc&hry' St. Luke fhoti!d adopt much 
Ae feine points of inftTU(!)fion, botK to fup- 
fioYi the jiOoV pKifecuted Chriftians^,' and to 
ibfteh sHid; .cbiivert tUeir ifaandous adverfaries; 
of whona tfife Jews refiding in tHe fcveral 
.^dUntries Were flill the, chief*. But as the 
Age' arid envy of tHe Jews proceeded now* 
4rotn another caiife ^for they perfecutcd the 
j&entlle Chriftiahs for laying claitn to the prl- 
. rfil^ges of tHe Gof|iel) }^t (hall accordingly 
fliid fft. Lukb's narrative peculiarly adapted to 
remove their prejudices, ahd obviate their 08- 
jfe6iibris'i td fdften and enlarge their minds, 

s See inftances referred to above, in pag; 57 1 and 
others may be feen in Dr. Owen. 
* Ch. ¥1. fto— 23. xii.4^»iz. 3i,&c. xviii. 28— 30. 
^ Ch, vi. 24—16. X. 12. xiii. 1—5. xix; 14— 44* 

E 3 ' , and 
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and to deter them from their malijciou$ pfo» 
ceedings 'f. 

St, Lu^e wrote in Greek, and (as appears 
from the beginning both of bis Gofpel and. 
A£i$ of the Apoflle^) at the rfiqi^cA .of a 
Chriftian of diftindion wbofe name waa The* 
oPHiLUs. He calls him xfduft, or excel- 
f£NT, as we ad^refs certain perfons with the 
title of Excellency. Thefanietitle jnGreek 
13 given in the A6ts to the Roman Governour\ 
and was equivalent to the Latin Optimus, or 
Optimasy which the Romans addreflbd totbeif 
principal Senators of the moft anpient famjt 
lies» A great critic" thinks this was fome 
Nobleman who dwelt in Upper Egypt, and 
that St. Luke's Gofpcl ^as written about 
A. D. Lxiii, in that country, near Thebes; 
which he fuppofes St, Jprom miftpok fof 
Thebes in tcpotia^ He obferves that the Syrjac* 
fubfcriptipn rcprefents this Gofpel to have 

^ Vid. Ch. iv. 25 — 27. Ch. xx. 9—16. Ch. xv. 
11-^32. Ch' xvili 7,8. Cii.xiii. I— >5. xxi.'5, &c« 
Ch.xni. 28— 30/ xiv. 16—24. 

I Ch. xxiii. 26. xxiv. 3. xxvi. 5, 

1" M. Michael^s* Sec his Lectures pn the iitw. 
Tcftainent. 

been 
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been publifhed at Alexandria in Egypt, and 
he imagines many things in it were particu- 
larly cxpreffed with a view to refute the falf- 
hoods of the EgyptianGospel ; an errone- 
ous narrative, whence Mahomet is believed to 
have extraded many of thofe falfe particulars 
of our Saviour's liiftory, which he has inferted 
in his Alcorak. 

Pehhaps St. Luke's Gofpel was fiift writ- 
ten in Greece, and republiihed along with the 
ASt3 when he afterwards was in Egypt* Be 
that as it may, the Date affigned above is pro<^ 
bably the true one ; at lead it appears pretty 
evident that St. Luke's Gofpel was written 
after the year 1.XI, if that be admitted to have 
been the Date of St. Matthew's Goi|>el, 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO ST. JOHN. 

THIS Gofpel is univerfally agreed' to 
have been written after all the refl^ with 
a view of complbating whatever was dfeficrent 
in them all. This Evangclift, independent 
of his divine infpiration, muflr beaHowed- tp 
have had a moft perfed knowledge- of tHc 
fa£t;5 he relates ; and' as he undoubtedly exa> 
mined all the other Gofpels before he wrotej 
be is an authentic witnefs to their veracity. 
He was, according to the- teftimony of the^ 
ancients, of our Saviour's near kindred. Be- 
fore he became acquainted with our Lord, 
he was a difciple of John the Baptift, and 
probably one of thofe two whom he fent to 
Chriftn. Our Saviour honoured him with 
the moft intimate confidence, and loved him 
beyond his other Difciples. He and Peter 
and James .were (exejufive of the reft) wit- 

" John i. 37— '4«. 

nefies 
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fieflds^ of the raifing Jairu^s daughter, of 

Chrift*s transfiguratiort, and of his agony^ m 

the GiaiTdeiiy Hfe was the oirly Apoftle who* 

ffbod^undtr tUecrofs when Chrift was* cruci* 

^ed*. So that he was better qualified than any 

other to defcribe the Miracles and' Hlftory of 

Jfesus Christ. A very difccrning writer^' 

thinks that St. JbHN in the life-time of his 

bifefllid Matter wrote down (bme of the heads 

of his diftourfts : At leafl: that Kis ftile per- 

fe£Hy refemttes that of thofe who relatethe 

diftourfes^ of another; from ftiort heads taken 

down while they were fppkeir. 

« 
But we are to confider this Gofpd not only 

as:an hidorical. narrative, but> alfo as a con« 
troverfial treatifa defigped to i^fute various 
Herefies. For no. fooner* was the Ghriftian. 
Church eflabliihed,. but its. doctrines were ob« . 
fcured^ debafed, and corrupted by errors and 
herefies of various kinds : the firft Heretics* 
aflumed the name of Gnostics,. i.e. ** know- 
ing, ones," pretending to fuperior ligj^t and. 
k^owIedge& They: were afterwards followed \ 

• MiCHAEXis* 8cc hiatLeftures on the New Tcf* 
taihcm. 

. . by 
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by the Nicolaitans, whofe falfe tenets were . 
propagated by Ebion and Cerinthus. Thefe 
herefies prevaUed moft in Afta. Wherefore 
the Afiatic bifhops defired St. John to draw 
up a refutayon of them : and he, in compli- 
ance with their requeft, compofed his Gof- 
pel with a view to put thofe Heretics ^< to 
*' ihame, and to {hew that there is one God^ 
** who by * Chrifl' his Word made all things, 
*^ and that the creator and father of our Lord 
'•' were not, as they pretended, diftin£t be- 
•* ings P, &c," Wherefore he does not relate 
the birth and parentage of Chrift, or even 
thofe fsi&s of which he, Peter and James were 
eye-witneflcs, cxclufive of the other Apoftles ; 
but he chiefly colleds fuch difcourfes and mi- 
racles, as confirm the do£lrines laid down in 
the firft Chapter, which were counter-pofitions 
to thofe of Cerinthus and other heretics, who 
maintained the groileft errors concerning 
Chrift. » 

Cerinthus is faid to have taught, i.That 

'the moft high God was intirely unknown be* 

fore the appearance of Chrift, and dwelt in 

f Ireiixusi contra Hseref. L. iii. c s. 

a re- 
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a remote heaven called PUroma^ with the chief 
Spirits or Mons\ 2. That this fupremeGod 
£rft generated an only begotten SoK, who 
again begat the WojiD, which was inferior to 
the firft-born. 3, That Christ Was a ftill 
Lower j^on^ though far fuperior to fome others. 
4, That there were two high ^ons diftindk 
from Christ ; one called, Ljfe, and the 
other Light, 5, That from the £ons again 
proceeded inferior orders of Spirits ; and 
particularly one Demiurgusy who created this 
vifible world out of Eternal matter. 6* That 
this Dmiurgus was ignorant of the fupreme 
GoDf and much lower than the JEensj vihich, 
^ere wholly inviQble. 7. That he was how- 
ever the peculiar God and proteAor of the 
liraelites, and fent Mofes to them; whofe 
Laws and injun£lions were to be of perpetual 
obligation. 8* That Jesus was a mere man, 
the real fpn of .Jofeph and Mary. 9. That 
th^Mon Chrift defcended upon him in the form 
of a Dove, when he was baptized ; revealed to 
him the unknown father, and impowered him 
to work Miracles, id. That the £on Light 

4 See the Introduction. 

entered 
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Entered John the Baj^tift in the fame man- 
lier ; and therefore that John was in fome re- 
fycSts to be preferred to Chrift. ri. That 
when Je^s had propagated the knowledge 
of God and came to fufFer, CnKist left him 
and fled to the uppermoilr heaven, ra* THat 
Jefus Chrift fhbuld reign on Earth a thotifam^ 
years, and his* difciples enjoy all fenfuardfe- 
lights. Some of the Cerinthian fefl? denied^ 
alfo the Refurreaion of the dttarf; aiftt^ifiari^ 
of them maiiltaihed that Jefus CHrlft Was n<^ 
yet rifen. 

Now we fhair find St. John's Gofperdlvided* 
into three Parts^. 

TrtE ift* contains^ do6lrii1es laid di>wii iii' 
Oppofition to thofe of Ceridthus '. 

The 2d delivers the proofs of theft does, 
^nes in ail hiftorical manner '• 

The 3d is aconclufion or appendix, givlrig* 
an account of the perfon of the writer, atid of 
the view he had in writing «• 

In what' year this Gofpel was written^ is 
^ot agreed among the ancients. It (hould 

' Ch. i. I — iS. • Cbap. i. 19.— xx. 29. 

< Ch. Kx> 3p| to the end. 

fcem 
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Jf^qx) p^ h?V,e been ibefor:e the Jeftru^n qf 
Jeri^falem, )irbich hipip^ined ip 4tbe yesir of Om* 
J^j4 ^:^^? ^'^'' ^^* Jph^ fpea]^s pf that city 
$1$ jftHJ iVhfiftipg ; *^ Th^rc is ^t Jeruf^Iem 
** J>y .th,e ibepp-flJ?rket a ppol, &p «," On th<B 
€)t)ier band it appears fr9Eii the Gofgel itfel^ 
|o b^ve been written after the death of St» 
Peter, which is generally placed in the year 
ixviii. For the other Evangelifts* when thejr 
relate the cutting off the high-prieft's fervant's* 
ear, conceal the name of Peter, left the Jews 
ihould have a legal preten<;e to profecute him, 
and deliver him to the Romans to be capital- 
ly punifbed. Whereas St. John mentions 
him exprefsly by name ^. Nor could St. 
John probably have interpreted the words of 
Chrift, ** Thou (halt ftretch forth thy hands 
** and another (hall gird thee *," concerning 
the manner of St. Peter's death, if it had been 
written before the Crucifixion of that Apof-* 
tie : for before that time the words were am- 
biguous. This limits the writing of this 
Gofpel to the year LXXx, a year exprcfely 
fpecified by an ancient writer. Others give 

» 

* Ch. T, 2, ^ Ch. xviii. zo. ' Ch. xxi. iS. 

the 
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the date of it fo late as A. D« xCvIt, but this 

is plainly confuted by the above arguments. - 

According to every computation, St. John 

is allowed to have clofed the whole Goipel 

■ 

Hiftory, to, have ratified and confirmed the 
former Gofpels, and to have eidablifhed the " 
Evangelical Canon on the firmeft Ground andl 
mod venerable Authority. 



Of 
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ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, 



THIS forms a central or intermediate 
Book to connedl the Gospels and the 
Epistles. It is an ufeful Poft-fcript to the 
former, and a proper Introduction to the lat- 
ter. 

This divine Hlftory is evidently a fecond 
part or continuation of St. Luke's Gofpel, 
as appears from the very beginning of it : and 
that both were written by the fame Evange- 
lift, is attefted by the moft ancient Chriftian 
writers. The fubfcriptions at the end of 
fome Greek MSS. and of the copies of the 
Syriac Verfion teftify that St. Luke wrote the 
A£b at Alexandria in Eg)'pt. 

As the narrative reaches down to the year 
of Chrift Lxiii, the Acts cannot have been 
written earlier than that year ; and that they 
were not written much later, may bei in- 
ferred from the fubje£l being continued 

no 
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no farther, which otberwife it would proba- 
bly have been : at lead St. Luke would 
have been apt to have given the ifltie of 
ScPauFs imprifonment at Rome, as what 
the Chriftian reader would have been curious 
to have known. 

Considered as a mere human witne/s,- 
St. Luke was better able than others to dbraw 
up an audientic hiftory of the Apoftles, as he 
Jiad accompanied St. Paul in fo many of hid 
Journies. As he was a Phyfician by pro- 
fcffion, he was able to form a (bund judge- 
ment of the Miracles St. Paul wrought upon 
the difeaied, and to make a credible report 
of thenu But he ieems not to have had the' 
gift of healing him&lf ; for in Ch. xxviii. 8, 
9, St. Paul, and not he, healed the fick.* 
His accounts are generally fo full and circum* 
ftantial, that the reader is perfedly enabled 
to examine the fafls himfelf, and to judge 
whether they were attended with any decep« 
tion or not. 

St. Luke appears not to have intended to 
write a compleat EccleCadical Hiftoryofthe 
whole Chufiian Church during the firft xxx 

7 years 



bF TkE APOSTLES. 8t 

yicars after Chrift's Afeenfion. For he zU 
inoft wholly omitd what pafied among the 
jews after the conyerfioh of St. Paul j though 
the labours and fufferings of the other Apof- 
tles could not but have affbrtled ihterefling 
inaterialsi 

If We exitmihe the contents of this Book, 
Vre may obferve two ends purfued in it : 

|ft. To give ^n a^uthehtic relation of the 
tffufion of the Holy Ghoft, and the firft Mi- 
i-aqks by whiqh thp truth of the Chriftian 
Religion was ^ftabliihed; Ah authentic ac- 
count of this was iiidifpenfably neceflaiy, fince 
Chrift had fo often promiTed the Holy Qhofl: 
to his Ditcipks : And if a Heathen were to 
recisive this Gofpel^ he would naturally , in- 
quire> how it had beeh iirft ^romulged s^t Je-> 
tufalem. 

1^, To iihpart.tbqfe iiccounts wliti<^h evince 
|be c}m^ of the Qen^Ues tQ th^i Chyrch of 
Chrift : a pqint particiilarly tontefled by the 
Jews about the time df St, Luke*i writing the 
Ads. Sti Paul was at that very time a pri- 
foner at Rom^^ upon the accufsition of the 

F Jews, 
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Jews, who became his eneitaies for having 
admitted the Grentiles into the Church. 

Hence it is, that St* Luke relates ^ the 
coDverfion of the Samaritans, and 'the hif- 
tory of Cornelius, who, though he was not 
of the Circumcifion, had, in confequence of 
a divine command, been inftru£led in the 
Gofpel by St. Peter himfelf, to whom St. 
PAtJL's opponents appealed \ . For the fame 
reafon he relates, Ch. X7. what was decreed 
by the firft council at Jerufalem concerning 
the Levitical Law ; and treats moft fully of 
the converlion of St. Paul, and of his miffioa 
and traniaAions among the Gentiles. 

The A£ls of the Apoftles may very pro- 
perly be divided into feven partSj viz. 

L The account of the firft Pentecofi after 
Chrift's death, and of the events preceding it, 
contained in Chap^ u ii« 

IL The Ads at Jerufalem, and throughout 
Judea and Samaria, among the Chrifiians of 
the Circumcifion. Chap, iii, ix, zii. 

in. The A£ls in Cefarea, and the receiv- 
ing of the Gentiles. Chap. xxi. 

r Ch. viii. » Ch. x. xj. « GzU ii. 6— ai. 

IV. The 
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IV. The firft circuit of St. Barnabas and 
.St. Paul among the Gentiles. Cb. xiii. xiv.- 

V. The Embaffy to Rome, and the firft 
Council at Jerufal^m, wherein the Jews and 
Gentiles were admitted to an equality. Chapl 

XV. 

VI. The fecond Circuit of St. Paul. Ch. 

xvif xix. 

VII. St. Paul's third Journey to Rome. 
Ch* xix^ 2I-— xxviii* 
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OF 

T HE EP IS T L £ 9^ 

TH E {urn and fubffance of the Chrlftiai^ 
Religion is contained' in the Hiftoiy 
of the life and death, the dodrine and 4if* 
courfesy of our Lord in the Foi^ Gospels^ 
The epiftolary writings of the Apoftles were 
occafional, beilig intended to confirm the fe- 
veral churches to whom they are addrefled, in 
the fame Rules of gofpel- faith and practice, 
as they had before been inftruSed in ; and*" 
accommodated to the difputes and contro" 
verfies, errors and falfe notions,' that prevailed 
among them. 

The general method obfervable in thefe 
Apoftolic Letters is, Firft,^t(> difcufs ther 
particular point debated in the Churchy or 
among the Perfons, to whom they are ad* 
drefied, and which was the occafion of their 
being written : And in the next place to give 
fuch exhortations to every Cbriftian duty and* 
virtue as would be at all times> and in every 

churcby* 
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<9)^rcl)9 pf nec^ry and abfoli|te importance ; 
jukyifig a particuliyr regard to thofe virtues, 
surl^icb the difputes that occafioaed the Epiftle 
0iigbt tenajpt tlieni ;to acgleft. Now the for- 
iner part of tkefc epiAolaiy writings .cannot be 

' xighcly underftood, but by attending carefully 
$o the ftate of tfa|^ «[iieftioa tber« determined^ 
Therefore the .oprore and vain diiputes, con- 
cerning Faith and Works^ Juftification and 
<Sandificatk>n9 Ek^ion and Reprobation, &c. 
which have fo long vexed a«id diftradled the 
minds of Chriftians, have aU arifen from one 
grand miftake^ of applying to themfelves or 
iOther particular perfon^ now« certain phrafe$ 
or pafTages which plainly referned to the thew 
ftate and condition^ not of particular perfons, 
but of whole churches whetfier Jewiih or 
Oentile of thofe times. Perplexed and puz- 
G&led with thefe knotty points, many wellr 
meaning Chriftians havei)een drawn afide from 

'^ paying a due regard to thofe moral and 
weighty exhortations, which are moft eafy to 
• be underftood, and of infinite obligation* to be 
put in pra^icc ^ 

* Vid. Pyle. 

F 3 Of 
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Of the Epiftles, xiv are by St. Pau?, 
which are not placed according to the order 
of tiaie» in which they were written; but ac- 
cording to the precedence or fuppofed rank of 
the churches and perfons to whom they are' 
addrefled : it will be proper therefore to ex- 
hibit here their Chronological order accord- 
ing to two eminent Critics, 
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THE 
CHRONOLOGICAL ORDEH 

Of the Epistles, &c. according to Mr. 
MiCHAELis, and fome others. 

Epi&Tle to» or by. Places where written* A. D. 



1 Peter 




Jerusalem 


49 


Galatians 




Thessalonica 


5« 


I Thessalonians 


Corinth 


5» 


s Thessalonians 


Corinth 


5* 


3 Corinthians 




Ephesus 


57 


% Corinthians 




Macedonia 


5« 


J Timothy 

HOMANS 






5« 

Snd of 5S 




Corinth 


James 




uncertain 


61 


Philemon 


* 






colosians 

Bphesians 


» 


Romb 


€» 


Philipfians 


«i 






Hebrews 




Rome 


6i 


Titus 




NitOPOLIS 


uncertain 


« Peter 




uncertain 


67 


Jude 




uncertain 


uncertain 


a Timothy 




Rome 


67 


3 Epistles of 


1 


uncertaitt 


70 


Revelations 




Patmos 


554 
196 
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A TABLE of St PAUL's EPISTLES, 

With tj^e Placet whert, aisd Titles idiea* 
writteii, according to Dr^ Lahdnek. 

Il^ptftles. PUcct. A. D, 

t THES8AI.0NIANS CORINTH K% 

% THES^ALOKIA^S CORINtH 5! 

I Coi^iNTify near the epd pf 59 

{orEPHSsus orb^g.of 5* 

£pHE$us the beg. of 53 
Macedonia - $i 

t Macedonia* bef. the End of 5$ 

c or near it 

^ Macedonia abovt October 57 



Oalatians 

f CORIlfTHIANS 
1 TiMOTHr 

Titus 



% Corinthians 
Romans 

» 

£i^hesiaNs 

1 

i TiMOThr 
Philippian^ 

PpLOSSIANS 

Philemon 
IIebrews 



COHtNTb 

Rome 

Rome 

J^LOMB 
ROMB 

Rome 

5RoME> or 
jTAir 



about Feb. 5! 
9bout April 6t 
about May ^% 
bef. theend^ff^ 
bef, the end of 61 
bef. the end of 6t 

Tin Spring of 6] 
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A Table of the CATHOLIC 

IfPISTLES and the REVELATION 
according to Dr. L a R P n $ r. 



flpiftle. 


• Place, 




A, D, 


JaM£S 

•« 


JJUOEA. 


r 6x 

I pr beg. of 62 


Thctwa 


* 






Epift. of 


•Rome 




64 


Peter 




« 




I John 


Ephesus 


- 


about 80 


2 and 3d of 


IEphesus 


{ 


between 80 


TOJJN 
JUDE 


and 90 


unknown 


^ 


64 or 65 



^ fPATMOs or 

il£V£LATlOK< ^ 

l^ Ephesus 



I 9S or 96 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE 

ROMANS. 

THIS celebrated Epiftle was written by 
St. Paul from Corinth» when he was 
fetting out for Jerufalem with the fupplies 
which bad been collected in Macedonia, and 
at Corinth ; that is, according to fome Cri- 
tics % in the beginning, or, according to 
others^ towards the end of the year Lviii ; 
which was the 4th of the emperor Nero. 

The Chriftian Church at Rome appears 
not to have been planted by any Apoftle; 
wherefore St. Paul, left it ihould be corrupted, 
by the Jews, who then fwarmed in Rome, and 
of whom many were converted to Chriftiani- 
ty, fends them an abftrad of the principal 
truths of the Gofpel, and endeavours to guard 
them againft thofe erroneous notions, which 
the' Jews had of Juftification, and of the 
Eleflion of their own nation. 

* So Dr. Lardner, who thinks St. Paul came to Co- 
rinth in November, A. D. 57 $ and wrote this Epif- 
6fi 1)1 February following* The other opinion is 
that of Mtchaelis. Vid, Roift, xv. %s^*^7» 

Now 



TO THE ROMANS. $i 

Now the Jews aifigned three grounds for 
Juftification. Firft, " The extraordinary piety 
and merits of their anceftoVs, and the cove- 
nant made by God with thofe holy men.'* 
They thought God could not hate the children 
of fuch meritorious parents : and as he^ had 
hiade a covenant with the ' Patriarchs to blefs 
their pofterity, he was obliged thereby to par- 
don their fins. Secondly, *' A perfe£l know- 
ledge and diligent fludy of the Law of Mo* 
fes." They made this a plea for the remif- 
fion of all their fins and vices. Thirdly, ** The 
works of the Levitical Law," which were to 
expiate fin, efpecially circumcifion and facrifi- 
ces. Hence they inferred that the Gentiles 
muft receive the whole Law of Mofes in order 
to be juftified and faved. 

The Jews doftrine concerning elcSion, 
was, ** That as God had prom i fed to Abra- 
ham to blefs his feed, to give him not only 
fpirltual bleffing, but alfo th6 Land of Ca-* 
jiaan, to fufFer him to dwell there in profperi- 
ty, and to confider him as his church upon 
earth :" That therefore this bleflina: extend- 
^d to their whole nation, anc^ that Qod 
I .■. 7 was 
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was bound to fulfil thefe promifes to tbem^ 
whether they were rigbteoiis or wicked, 
faithful or unbelieving. They even believed 
that p, prophet ought not to pronounce againft 
their nation^ the j)ropbecies with which he | 

was infpired ; but was rather to beg of Ggd ^\ 

to expunge his ti^mc out of the book of tim 
Living, 

These previous remarks will ferve as a 
key to unlock this difficult Epiftle, of which 
we (hall now give a (bort An^yfis ^. 

1. The Epiftle begina with the ufual fa- 
lutation, with which the Greeks began their 
Letters \ 

2. St, Paul profeffcs his joy at the flourilh- 
ing ftate of the Church at Rome, and his 
defire to come and preach the Gofpel '. Then 
he infenfibly introduces the capital point he 
intended to provC| viz. 

3. The fubjea of the Gofpel 8, that it * 
reveals a righteoufnefs unknown before, which 
is derived folely from Faith, and to which Jews 
and Gentiles have an equal claim, 

* See Michaelis* * Chap. i. x-»7« 

f Vcr. 8-* 19. S Ver. i4, 17. 

4. In 
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4. In order to prove this, he ittiews * that 
t)oth Jews and Gentiles are *• -under fin," i. c< 
that God will impute their fins to Jews as 
well as Gentiles* 

His arguments may be reduced to thefe 
fyllogifms^ •* The wrath of God is revealed 
•* agamft thofe, who hold the truth in unright- 
•* eoiifnefs ; i^ c. who acknowledge the truth 
•* and yet fin againft it* 

** The Gentiles acknowledged truths j but, 

partly by their Idolatry, and partly by theif 

other deteftablc videsr, they finned againft 

the truth they acknowledged. 

** Therefore the wrath of God is re-^ 
♦' vcaled againft the Gentiles, and punifheth 
** then)^ 

" The Jews have acknowledged mortf 
^ truths than thie Gentiles, and yet they fin^. 

^ CoNSEQjrEMTLY thc Jcwifh finners arc 
fn more cxpofed to the wrath of God K 

Having thus proved his point, be anfweri 
certain Objeftions to it- 

Objeo^ion I. « The Jews were well 
•* grounded in their knowledge, and ftudied 

* Ch. i. x8.— iii. aa. » Ch. ii. u 17—24. 

* Ch^ ii. i-«i>i»y 

««the 
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*' the law." He anfwcrs, if the knowledge 
of the law, without obferving it^ could juftify 
them, then God could not have condemned 
the Gentiles, who knew the law by nature'. 

Objection II. '' The Jews were circum- 
** cifed." Answer. That is, ye are admitted 
by an outward fign into the Covenant with 
God. This fign will not avail you when ye 
violate that Covenant ". 

Objection III. " According to this do£lrine 
^.' of St. Paul, the Jews have no advantage 
*' before others." Answer. Yes, they ftill 
have advantages ; for unto them are committed 
the oracles of God. But their privileges do 
not extend to this, that God (hould overlook 
their fins, which, on the contrary, Scripture 
condemns even in Jews \ 

Objection IV. " They had the Levitical 
*' Law and Sacrifices." Answer. From 
hence is no remifiion, but only the knowledge 
of fin ^ 

5* From all this St. Paul concludes, 
that Jews and Gentiles may be juftified by 

1 Ch. ii. 13— 16. "^ Cb« ii. s5«-end. ^ Ch. 
iii. i-<»i9« « Ch« iii. xe« 

the 
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the fame means, naniel)r, without the Levi- 
tical Law, thro' faith in Chrifl : And in op- 
pofition to the imaginary advantages of the 
Jews, he ftates the declaration of Zechariah^ 
that God is the God as well of the Gentiles, 
as the Jews p. 

6. As the whole bleffing was promifed to 
the faithful defcendants of Abraham, whom 
both Scripture and the Jews call his Chil- 
dren, he proves his former aflertion fron^ 
. the example of Abraham ; who was an Ido- 
later before his call, but was declared juft 
by God, on account of his faith, lon^ before 
his circumcifion. Hence he takes occadon to 
explain the nature and fruits of faith ^* 

7* He goes on to prove from God's juftice 
that the Jews had no advantages over the 
Gentiles, with' refped): to Juflification. Both 
Jews and Gentiles had forfeited life and im- 
mortality, by the means of one common fa- 
ther of their race, whom they themfelves had 
not chofen. Now as God was willing to re- 
ftore immortality by a new fpirltual head of 9, 
covenant, viz, Chrift, it wasjuft that both 



f Ch. iii. ai— end. ^ Ch, 17. x.*-v, ii« 

Jews 
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Jews and Getitiles fliould iiare in this 

reprefcntativc of the whde ^ace^ ■ i... - . ^ 
Chap. Vi ver. 15, 16, amount to tkis nega-« 
tire queftion, ^' Is it not fitting tliat thi( fftt 
*^ gift fhould extend as far as the offence ?*^ 

8. Hfi ihews that the doctrine' of JuftifU 
cation, as ftated by hiuii lajs ud under th($ 
ftrongcft obligations of holinefs ». 

9. He fliews, that the Law of Mofes n6 
longer concerns us at all ; for our juftiGcatiofi 
arifes from our appeaHng iii Ood's fight, as if 
actually dead with Gfarift, on account of ouir 
fins J but the Law of Mofes was not giVen to 
the dead. On this occafion he ptoves at 
large, that the eternal power of God over utf 
is not affe£led by this, anjd that whilft we art 
tinder the Law of Mofes we pcrpetuaHy be- 
come fubjeft to death, even by fins of inad- 
vertency '. 

io. Hence he concludes, that all thofe,* 
and thofe only, who are united v^ith Chrift^ 
iind for the fake of his union do not Hvc ac- 
cording io the flcfli, are free from all coft-^ 



' Ch. v« Xft—end* 


• Ch. Yi. i— end. ' Ch.- 


ilu I— ^nd. 
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demhation of the Law, and have ap undoubt- ' 
ed fliare in eternal Life \ t • 

11. Havikg dc^fcribed their bleilednefs, 
he is aware^ that the Jews, who expeded a 
temporal happinefs, ihould objeA to him,* 
that Chfiflians hotwithftanding endure much 
fpffering In this" world. He apfwers this ob« 
jedion at large ^. 

12. He fhews that God is not the lefs true - 
and faithful, becaufe he doth notjuftify, but 
rather rejefls and punifhes, thofe Jews wha 
would not believe the Meffiah <• In difcuffing ' 
this point we may obferve the <:autious man- 
ner in Which, on account of the Jewiih pre- 
judices, he introduces it^, as well as in the 
difcuffion itfclf. 

He fhews that the promifes of God were 
never made to all the pofterity of Abraham ; 
and that God always referved to himfelfthe- 
power of chufing thofe fons of Abraham, whom 
for Abraham's fake be intended to blefs, and - 
of punifliing the wicked Tons of Abraham ; ' 
and that with refpeft to temporal happinefs 
or roifery, he was not even determined in his' 

« CJi. viii. 1—17. ^ Ch. viii. j8— end. * Ch< 
ix« x« xi. / Ch. jx. X— 5, 

f - : G choice 
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cM«ii bf t|MiiF W94^ Thus kf r^«M Ifl^ 

mael, Efiui, the Ifhi^lot |p t^ ifOat m ^ 

i^frificQ to bii Jvftksf ^ 

Hii thm pramdf «« flmr dM <f#4 h94 
^e9<9^ IQ F^<(^ ipoft of iIk: Jpir^ thn Utmic,. 

bccaufe they would not believe is^ ^ Mefli^h^ 

pii^iply fAWglt ^ Hi^npfer, tkvt Qod M Qot 
r^i^4 aU hh pqople^ bMt W9($ ftUl fulfilUag 
hU gg^mf^ Mpo0 imi»7 tbQufiuft4 oatura) d«« 
fg^QiMiit^ Qf Abra^aim wbo U)i^c4 'm the^ 
Me|^ ; and W9u}4 ip :^ fiitui^ period fifliil 
tl)Qin ^pQn m^e ^ f^r th^ all Uniel woyld be 
converted K And he concludes with a49>irii|g 
ti^ Hfifp c^uof^ iQif Qod "^^ 

^^ Fj^qm^^ th^ pAd;i:iiie bit^iQit^ laid dow(K 
^pd p^^ul^ly friw 4)is, tbst Qod ba$ 
ia vmcf ?oc9st^ the QentiWs 3 he mrgucH 
tkK thir ^ofoaiiji Ibwid ooa^xiite and off^r 
tbe^^f^lves up whQUy to God*^ Thi$ lesds bin 
tQ miepticMi 19 p^ti^Hlar Aim Quiftiajti du- 

^ Oi. ix, 6— »|. * Ch. ix. ^0-^^.* «^4 

* Ch. xi. i-i^ji. c Ver. 3}'— «l»d^ ^ Cfc. xii, 

14. He 
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14. He exhorts them to be fubje£l to 
magiftrates « ; the JtW) at that time being gi- ' 
ven- to fedition. 

151. T^ Ibv^ dm M0tfifer fAamVf^. And, 

i6. To abftaio from tbofe vices, which 
were confidered as things indilFerent among 
the Gentiles e^ 

i^. til tthbm the Jews ahd Gentiles th 
theCh^lftiktt ChiifCh tbbfdlherly urtity^. 

18. VLt eoncltrfts his fei)ittlt wfth Wi t*- 
cttfb Ibt hating t^ntuttd to ^dtntshilh Vht Rd- 
lAaAs, Wbom h^ hid hdt cottveri»:d ; xl^ith kh 
attount 6f his jbtimty to Jef ufalttti j *ml 
with fdtM ftlotation^ to thdfe ptiktit M^^ofai 
ht meaftt to reebmmtnd to thb Church at 
Roinfe "- 

• Chk xtii* i«**f, • ' Ver. 8-Mo. 

a Vcr4 II— ^nd, ^ Ch. xiv. i— «v. 13. 

i Vide Michaelis. 
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OF 

THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE 
CORINTHIANS. 

9 
■* 

CORINTH was a weal thy, and luxuri- 
ous city^ fituated in Acbaia, upon the 
Ifthmus or neck of land whidi joins Morea to 
the reft of Greece. Near it were celebrated 
thofe Iftbmian games to which St« Paul al- 
ludes in this Epiflle. . In this city St. Paul had 
fpent two years, planting a Chriftian churchy 
whiqh confifted, like moil of theothers, of ^a 
mixture of Jewilh and Chriftian converts. 
But having been abfent from them about three 
years, they were over-run with great difor- 
ders, and fplit into various fe£ts and faAions. 

This occanoned the following Epiftle, 
which was written by St.PAUL, juft before 
his departure from Ephefus ^^ about Eafter ' 

*^ Afls XX. 31. I Cor. xvi. 8» 9. 

1 So Michaelis infers from Ch. ▼• 7« S. '< Ye are 
unleavened/* vhich he interprets^ ** Ye are now keep* 
ing the feafl of unleavened bread.** 

Br. Lardner dates this Epiftle a year fooner. 

in 
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in the year of Chrjft X.VII9 in the thud of the 
emperor Nero. I( wa$ intended^ partly, to 
correal fome Corruptions and Abufes among 
the Corinthians^ and partly to anfwer certaia 
Queries they had propofed to him. 

In his Introdu(Slion °*, he expreilbs his fa-; 
tisfaAion at all the good he ki^ew of them, 
particularly at their having the gift of the Holy 
Ghoft for the confirmation, of the jGpfpel. 

And firft, he corrects their corruptions and 
abufes. 

1. He rebukes the Sedarles among them, 
and defends himfelf againft one or more falfe 
teachers, who had alienated moft of the Co- 
xinthians from him ^ 

2. He confiders the cafe of a notorious of-^ 
fender, who had married his father's wife, i. e*^ 
his own ftep-mother : order<8 them to excom^* 
municate this perfon, and to acknowledge no 
public fornicator as a brother ^ 

3* He reproves them for their covetous 
and litigious temper, which caufed them to 



» Ch. i. 1—9, 
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<^ Ch, L iqf— iv. end. 


• Ch. v» I J. 
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pKifooute tbear CbriAb» bvetbren befece hea* 

4. Hi^ mutiofis tbfm agmnft fornieaEticxf, 
s^iHoeta which tb^]^ htiid fcee» exirtaiely' ad*- 
dided befoie tbej? mfom conyeited^ and whid 
fome of them fiill reckoned among; the things 
indiftrent^ op which might be pra&ifed or let 
abne without breach of morality % 

iu the K£XT place he an(wers certain 
Queries they had propofed. 

And I. He determines fome queftions re- 
lating lo the marriage- ftate \ 

2. Ife inftru£ts them bow to ad with re- 
fpeSt ta Id^Kofl^ring^ ^ It could not be un- 
lawful in itfelf to eat the meat which hacf 
been oflfefed^ to Idols ; for the confecration 
m§ loAi or wine to an Ido^ did hot make it 
tdw< pcoparty of the IdoF, an Idol being no- 
things uA tberefbi^ incapable of property \ 
But fome CorinthiftiM thought it lawftil to go 
to m fnA hi the Idol^mptes, which at the 

V Ch. vi. i'-p*9. q Ch. vi, lo-rcnfL, 

t'CMl. f«. 1— <tnf. • Ch. viii X— xi. .1. 

« Ch. X. a^— 30, 

fame 
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fung to the Idol ^ Tkto f^U^ pjOHHclAy 
^tkiijUg kt fh« UoiAWy.'*^ «mi i^iCtfi to 

'lAfbeifi frdtft fbth (^aftti^ipicttonhf s(» ^im Ia(#- 
fttt, faAer AtiV gfvef etkAie id i #lfA 
brother : Wbidl^ Ke iilfbrd^ By lAi c>#h «M^ 
ample, who had abftained from many lawful 
things, rather than create oiFence to the 
Gofpel. 

3« He anfwers a third query, concerning 
the manner in which women fhould tleliver 
any thing in public, when called to it by a 
divine impulie ^. And here he cenfures the 
unufual drefs of both fexes in prophecying, 
which expofed them to the contempt of the 
Greeks, among whom the men ufually went 
uncovered, and the women veiled. 

He alfo takes occafion here to cenfure the 
irregularities committed at their love-feafts^ 
&c. and in the exercife of the extraordinary 
gifts of the Holy Ghoft, Sec. ' 

^Ch* viii« IP, x» ao«— ftx. ^ Ch. zi« 2«— 17* 

ver. iS«*34/ ' Ch. xii* xili, xiv. 

G 4 4. He 
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4* ' He aflerts the Refurre&ioii of the dead^ 
which fome among the Corinthians* doubter 
cd^ and others denied ^. 

He then concludes with fome dire&ions to 
the Corinthian Church concerning the man- 
ner of colle£ting alms y promifes them a vifit ; 
and falutes fome of the members *. 

r Ch. X7« * Ch. XYi, Vid. Michaelis. 
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^HE SECOND EPISTLE TO 
THE CORINTHIANS. 

ST. Paul's firft Epiftle had wrought dif. 
fepent efFeds among the Corinthians : 
Many of them entered into themfelves ; they 
excommunicated the inceftuous man ; requeft- 
ed St. Paul's return with tears, and vindicated 
him and his office kgainft the falfe teacher and 
his adherents. Others of them ilill adhered 
to that adverfary of St, Paul, exprefsly de- 
filed his Apoilolical Office, and even furnifl^ed 
Aemfelves with pretended arguments from 
that -Epiftle. He had formerly promifed to^ 
take a journey from Ephefus to Corinth^ 
-thence to.vifit the Macedonians, and return 
-from them to Corinth % But the unhappy 
ftate of the Corinthian Church, made him al- 
ter his intention **, fince he found he muft 

* ^ Cor. i. 15, i6, . * Ver. 23. 

have 
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have treated them with fevertty. Hence his 
adverfaries partly argued, xft, That St. Paul 
was xrrefolute and unfteady; and therefore 
couU not ke a prsphct. zilji The tmprabafafw 
lity of bis ever coming to Corinth ag^in, fince 
he was afraid of them. 

Such was the fiate of the Corinthian 
Church when St. Pnvl, after hh deparfUi^ 
ffom^ EpheArs*, having vrfi«edMa€ed6m0S re- 
ceived arr aeemifyt of tfie abovt^ pareieukrs feMi 
'Tkta ^ and therefore wrote them hid feeMd 
t^ptftle, abottt th<r end «f Ae iatxi« ytar % « 
tfte hegifimng of htnu 

Thv Coments of tfiis Epiffie- ace thtb. 

9* Ms grves^ the CciunAmas air actoont 
Ms fnfitnings to thacMie, and of vh« e9Hi>- 
ftrf h0 derived ftonir meditaciiig o» die lUfoi^ 
ivfiton.^. 

l« Bt vtndicaors: hinrfelf againft tlMfe 
l^hO" w«ubt not conildcv h'in» aa a evM apaftfe 
taoauft 1m bad alttred bia mlirttttioiit K 

« Afts XX. I. ^2 Cor. vii. 51 6. e So Dr. 

)^rdner> who dates it from. Macedonia about Sept. or 
Oft. Lvit. 'Ch.i.t— XI. S'Ch. I. 12— 4i. 4. 

3- H* 
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3. H» fbrgivcs ^the mcefluoas man^; 
and tdfs the Corinthians how much he 
longed for their atnen()meitt *. 

4. Hb treats of the- oflice committed to 
him of preaching the Redemption ; and highly 
prefers it to preaching the. Law; to which 
probably his adverfaries had made great pre- 
tences. They had ridiculed his fufFerings; 
which he fliews to be no difgrajce to the Gof- 
pel or its minifters : and here he gives a (hort 
abftra<St of the dodrine he preaches ^. 

5» He ihews it to be his office, not only 
to pjreach the Redemption by Chrift, but to 
inculcate certain duties,. and particularly that 
of flying from Idolatry (an oblique cenfure 
of thofe who attended the Idol- feafts^) 

6* He endeavours once more to win t'beir 
confidence, by telling them how aiFedionately 
he was difpofed towards them, and rejoiced 
#t their amendment °^. 

7* He exhorts them to a liberal colle&ion 
for the Chriftians in Judea \ | 

, • Ch. ii. 5— II. * Vcr. is, 13- * Ch. 11. 

14. — V. end. ' Ch, vi. * » Ch. vii. i-^i€. 

<* Ch. viii. I— ix. 15. 

8. He 
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8* He vindicates himfelf againft tbofe who 
thought him deficient in the evidences of his 
Apeftlefliip, and imputed his caution, when 
^t Corinth, to bis conicioufnefs of not being a 
true Apoftle^ 

• Ch. x» to the end. Vid. Michaelis. 
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OF 

THE EPISTLE TO THe! 
GALATIANS. 

> 

THE Galatians were defcen'dcd frorfi 
thofe Gauls, who had formerly invaded 
Greece, and afterwards fettled in Lower Afia. 
St. Paul had preached theGofpel among them 
in the year li, foon, after the council held a(t 
Jerufalem ^. Afia fwarmed at that time with 
zealots for the law of Mofes, who wanted to 
impofe it upon the Gentiles ^. Soon after St. 
Paul had left the Galatians, theie falfe-teach- 
iers had got among them, and wanted them 
to be circumcifed, &c. This occafioned the 
following Epiftle, which an eminent critic '^ 
thinks was written in the fame year, before St. 
Paul left ThefTalonica ; though others ' date it 
about the end of the year lii, or in the vary 
beginning of liii, before St. Paul fet out to g6 
to Jerufalem by way of Ephefus. 

P AQsxr'u 6. ^ ARs xv. i. r Michatlis. 

* Dr. Lardncr, &c« 
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• 

The fubjeA of this Epiftle is much the 
fame with that of tb€ Epiftle to the Romans ; 
only this queftion is more particularly confi- 
dkred h^e, ^* Whether Circiimcifton^ ahd tiie 
<^ full obfer? ailce of the Levitital Law were 
^* neceffary to the falvation of a Chriftian con- 
« vcft/' 

It feems, ch^fe J^doizing Chriftlao3, wlbofe 
ifidired views St. Paul expofi^s % tt firft only 
labcHired to neprefenc CircumcifiOn is nec^flary 
to fiUratioii^ without obliging the Gentiles to 
obftrve the whole Leyitical Law^i yet they 
infifted upon the Chriftians receiving the Jew- 
Uh fefiivals and fabbatical years *• 

Their principal Arguments were, 
I. " That the Apoftks at Jerufalem, St. 
Peter in particular, and the whole Church at 
Jerufalem, confidered Circumcifion as necef- 
fary ; that St. Paul was only a deputy from 
that church, and his do£lrine only to be re- 
garded fo far as it agreed with that of the 
church of Jerufalem/' This obliged St. 
Paul to declare, not only that the ApoRles at 

• Ch. vi. xa, I j« * A6ls xv. i. Oal. v. 3, 9, 

^ Ch. iv. 10. 

.0 Jerufalem 
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Jeru£J«in pcrfe^If concurred with Mm, but 
Bl(b th4t b« WM ai) immediate Apod^ «f 
Cfarift. » 

a« " That St« ?s^l hirnkV bad changed 
htf opipioa, aod fipw preachal up the Leiri^ 
tical Law\" Tl^y u/g^d perbapi that be. 
had cau&d Timothy tp be circuincUed jaft 
befpre h^ came tp tbcfo ^« 

^ •* That all the promifcj of Cod wwc 
made to the fons of Abraham ; and that who- 
ever would partake of Abraham's blefShg, 
nuft, like birp^ be cifcumciied.''^ This objec- 
tion he fuUy anfwers \ 

4* *' That Ifaiah foretold an approach- 
ing converfion of the Heathens, and promifed 
children from among them to Sion, or Jerufa- 
lem I and therefore, if the Gentiles deiired to 
be children of the church of Jerufalem, they' 
ought to conform to the rites of that church.'*^ 
In anfwer to this the Apoftle (hews, that thefe 
children were not promifed to the Jewifh, but 
to the ancient or Jebufite Jerufalem ^ 

» Cal. i. 8. lo. ▼. IX. y A6ls xvL 3.. Gal. 

H. 3/ * GU. iii. 7. iv. 18. « Ch. iv. 19— 

31, The words ver. 25, " Sinai is a mount in Arabia," 
are thought to be a glofs crept into the text. 

St. 
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St. Paul frequently direds Cbriftians to 
bear with the weaknefs of thofe Jewifh Con- 
verts who obferved the Levitical Law ^. But^ 
the Galatian Church coiififted of Gentiles i 
and the whole import of this Epiftle is, that- 
they Ihould not be circumcifed. 

In the two laft chapters are fome pra£iical 
exhortetions, defigned chiefly againft the ani-' 
mofities and partialities which thefe difputes 
had bred among them. . 

■> tLom. sir. ASU xxi. 23, 24. »6, 
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OF 

ftiE EPISTLE to TFiE 
EPHESlANS. 

EP H E S tj S was the chief city of all Afia 
on this fide Mount Taurus. St, Paul 
had pafled thro' it in the year liv, biit with- 
out making any ftay \ The following yeair 
he returned to Ephefus again, and ftayed there 
three years'. During his abode there, he com* 
pleated a very flourifhing church of Chriftians ; 
the firft fouhdatidns of which had been kid 
by foihe Inferior teachers. As Ephefus waS 
frequented by t>erfons of di(tin6lioh from all 
parts of^ Afia-hiinor, St. PAut took the 6p-* 
portiinity of preaching in <he adjacent fcouh- 
tries^} and the other churches of Ada were 
confidered as the daughters of the church of 
Ephefus ; fo that an Epiftle to ttie Ephefian^ 
was, in eiFe£t, an Epiftle to th^ other churchef 
of Afia at the fame time. 

In the year lxi, St. Paul was <5arried pri- 
foher to Roine for the firft time; find during 

« Aae xviii. 19-i-ii. * Gh, Hix^ * Ver. to. 

H hit 
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his confinement there, which was not veiy 
dofe ^y he wrote the EpiftTes to Philemon,.. 

tKe Cc^ossvvifsift the ]^?H}^ai;A,NLs,. ani. ?i}i» 

li^PPIAKS; 

Hekce alt thiefe Ei^iftles bear fo great a re- 
femblance in their ftyle and mani^n OiUjxpk, 
fo]iT^ ^ learned writer ' thinjcs tlje Epiftle tcv* 
the Ephesiaks was iirft written by the Apos- 
tle in th& fpring A.^.D* Lxi^^as foon as con* 
v^niei^tly could, be^, after his friejids at Rpip^' 

bad, ta]c,ea <a I«dg^ng for; hlm» ^n4 hfe w^9l fetr 
tied in: it. 

Th^s Epiftle Wisis intended. to> efts^liib: th^, 
EraESiAW: in the faith; and tpthis eqd^tQf 
giv($ theqA moce exalted views of thQ love, of^ 
God^ andof the. e;$cellence and dignity of 
Ghrift; To fhcw them thqy were faved by^ 
grace, and ths^t the Gent ilea(however. wretched ^ 
they had been once) had. now equal privileges 
with the Jewa; Tcr encourage theip, by dp-! 
daring with what,fteadinefs he (St* Paul).fuf'^ 
fered for the truth, and with what earneftnefs 
be prayed for their eftablifbment and.perfe- 
verance in it ; And finally to engage thein to. 

^'AAs xxriiit ^zh 3St t>Di« lf»:d|ier» • 

the:: 
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the prsuSUce of thofe duties^ which beca^me 
them as Chriftians K 

The city of E^hbsUs was (liftinguiflie4 
by pecuirar vices and fins, which are alluded 
to in this Epiftle^-andf in thole. toTiMOTHt* 

I* It was the genuine feat of the idola- 
trous worihip of Diana, who waa calkdl 
2iVrEIFA,erth«Savi€mGoddef»t inoppo^ 
fitton to whidt Sv Bmtc^il» the true^ D^y 

SlWTHl^j'dr the< Sairiour €jod, in his EpifHe 
td^TiWothyv 

2. TifE' Ephefiaiw w«m rethatkable fbi^ tSo- 
' pratfficeof fopcrftitiousart^". 

3. They were vain in their dre& K 

4; THE*r were remarfcable for le\(irdiicft 
and drunfcenilcfs, and gloried in obfcctlity' 
of language "*• 

An eminent Critic » thlhks the Chriftlait* 

t)f Ephefus v\rere aMb tainted^ with the errof^ 

. of the ElRnes ; an account of which the Rea*^ 

jder wUmh* Betow, in the Ititrbdtt&i^ td th«f* 

FiMT Epistle to TtMo'ttn. 

^ Yti. Doddcfidg*. ^ i 'tint, u t. if. r* 

k A^s xix. 18, 19, * Sec i Tim. iJ4,^t !©• 

« Eph. ch. r. . a M. Miduwiiiy See hit 

Lc^cffr on the New Toftara»t> . 

Ha OP 
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OF 

THE EPISTLE TO THE 
PHILIPPIANS. 

V 

PHI LIP PI was a city of no great ex- 
teat, in Macedonia, near the borders of 
Xhrace,, The Chriftian religion yras firft 
planted there about the year li, by St. Paul% 
who left St. Luke and Timothy to carry on 
the work. He afterwards paid theni a fecond 
vifit % and it is probable faw them afterwards 
a third time. 

This Epiftle was fent at the fame time 
with the preceding; viz. A. D. lxii or lxiii. 
The defign of it feems to be. To comfort 
the Philippians under the concern they had 
exprefled for his imprifonment at Rome ; To 
check a party fpirit that had crept in among 
them; and to promote on the contrary an 
intire union and harmony of afFedion ; To 
guard them againft being feduced from the 

• A^ x?i, P A^ xxi. 6. 

r purity 
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purity of the Chriftian faith by judaizing 
teachers ; To fupport them under the trials 
with which they ftruggled ; And, above all, 
to infpire them with a concern to adorn their 
holy profeffion, by the moft eminent attain- 
ments in the divine life % 

^Vid. Dodderidge. 
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OF ' 

THE PPISTI^E TO THE 
COLOSSiANS, 

COLLOSSE (or, as it was antientif 
written, Colaflae) was a confiderable city 
of Pbrygia ia Ada-minor* St. Paul himfelf 
bad not been at tbis city wben be wrote tbis 
^piftle % though be bad fome years before tra- 
velled through Phrygia. However, Epapbras 
bad founded a Chriftian Church at Coloile, 
and probably in the neighbouring cities of 
Laodicea and H^er^polis \ It is probable that 
ibme Colofi^ans, who had beard St. Paul 
preach at Ephefus % might be converted by 
him ; and among them Philemok, to whom 
^t. Paul addrefled bis Epiftle fo intituled. 

Now the Churches of Coloile, Laodicea, 
^nd Hi|C|rapoUS| weire expofed to more immineQt 



t Col. if. I. • CoK I, 7* iv, i»^ 13* 

f A^s nix, S9. 
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il&nger <sS being feduced hf ftlfe t!eaclier«, 
as. they had not received the <}6fptl iihifir* 
iditftely fr6iti «a Apbftk, but frc)ln Epaphl-as. 9 
nofd ^s they 'might qtiedlon^ "t^hhlfer E^ 
^Airafi liSd ^ot err in Ibme refpeids : this oe^ 
cafioned St. Paul's anxiety for them ^, ttid 
induced him to confirm the Dodrine^f Epa- 
phras by this Epiftle *^, which was written 
from Rome about the fame tim^ with the 
preceding ; A* D. Lxii or lxui. A learned 
writer * thinks this and the Epiftle to Phi- 
lemon were fent away together by Tychicua 
and Oneflmus, although that to Philemoa 
-was probably firft delivered* 

The more immediate occaii^on of -writing 
^o the Coloifians^ was an Epiftle St. Paul 
had received from the Laodiceans 7> whicb 
an eminent Critic ^ thinks contained Sotac 
written queries relating to the dosStrin^s of 
the Efienes, and this Epiftle was intended 
'^o anfwer them. What thofe Doctrines were^ 

« Col. ii. 1. ^ Col. i. 7. ivt x»> 13. 

*Lardner. 'See «dfi^ Michaelis* 3^ £b, iv. itf. 

^ Michaelis* 

JH 4 ' fee 
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fie in the Introdii£lioo to the fiilst Epistle 
TO Timothy. 

This Epiftle to die ColoflbLns i$ 16 like that 
Id die Ephefians, both in language and con- 
tents^ that the one will gready illiiftrate d^. 
odier. • J 
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.OF 

THE FIRST EPISTLE TO TH^ 
THESSALONIANS. 

T^HESSALONICAwasinSt.PAUL's 
I time the capital of Macedonia. St. 
Paul had preached the Gofpel there in the 
year li * : fome few among the Jews received 
the Gofpel; but a great multitude of thofe 
Heathens, who confeffed orte only true God \ 
became converts to Chrift. Hence the majo- 
rity of the Church coniifted of native Hea- 
thens, who had formerly been Idolaters <^» 
The Jews, ever jealous of the admiffion of 
the Gentiles to the fame privileges V^ith.thenf- 
felves, raifed fuch a difturbance, that St. Paul, 
with Silad, was obliged fuddenly to withdraw : 
they even purfued him to Berea. He left 
Silas and Timothy there, and fled to Athens, 
ordering them to follow him"^; Timothy 

* Aas livll. ^ SiC^ftiroft *'BAXqw$. « j The(L i. 9. 

did 
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4id DOC Umg coodnuc dicre with St. RsdI, 
but was feat back €0 TlidEikiiiica% and^ 
when be rctnmcd, feund St. Panl at Corinth^ 
irtiere be scfided a jear and balf ^ ; and ia 
the former part cf that time tbis Epiffie waf 

probably writtm, vi^. sboot A. D. in. J 

I 

I 

WifH regard to die fl^e tf tbe Onnrh tf 
Tbeflalpnica, rtie kiKiwledge «f wbidiis le- 
^aifite to underfiand thefe two Epifflcs, 

I* It coiifi&ed chiefly of Geoules, and of 
Ibne Jewifli members. It iff probable that 
the Teachers mentioned in the fifdi Chapters 
were converts from Judaifin; at leaft, fuch 
Greeks as bad before been profeljtes to &e 
Jewifli religion* 

a« This Churoh, being flill in its inAuicy, 
and oppr^ed by the powerfal Jewsi required 
to h^ eftabliflied in the faiths St. Paul thtfit- 
-liFore in the three firft Chapters endeafoust 
to convince the Tbeffitloniana of the truth 
and divinity of his Gofpel^ both by the mi- 
taculouft gifts of the Holy G\ko&9 which ha/i 

• % Thefl". iii. i, ». 

' 8t« Paitl «amt tfaire btfovt tht end of tin f€uc %if 
and ftaid till the beginning of 5^ }«aid&er. 
tVer. IS, 

been 
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been imparted ; and by his own condufl when 
among them« 

3t An .error prevailed with relpefl: to the 
dodrine of the laft Judgment. The Thrf- 
falonians, Kke moft of the pritnitiveCfcrifti- 
ans, thought the day of Judgment would hap- 
pen in their time. They imagined thofe who 
lived to fee it take place, would have great 
advantage over the deceafed faiiifaful^ which 
was probably to confift in their entering im- 
mediately on the MillenniuitK This error hb 
combats in the fourth Chapter, 

4. Some of this Church, who refufed to 
fubjed themfelves to the teachers, had at the 
fame time given themfelves up to diforder; 
and they feem to have carried on this unruli^ 
nefs, under a pretence of teaching or edify- 
ing others : On this account the Apdftlc 
gives the admonitions In the fifth Chapter ^. 

^ Ver. II— 14« 
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O F 

THE SECOND EPISTLE TO 
THE THESSALONIANS, 

THE Second Epiftle to the TbefTaloniaQ^ 
was fent from Corinth foon after the 
£rfl:, viz. A» D. tiu St. Paul found the 
Theflalonians ftill confidered the day of Judg- 
ment as at hand, and that the diforders before 
reproved, were flill carried on among them. 
He therefore in this fecond Epiftle ihews that 
the laft day was ftill diftant, from fome prophe- 
cies not yet fulfilled ; and gives them more 
particular direftions how to conduA them- 
felves towards thofe diforderly perfons, 

M. Michaelis thinks that 2 Thefll ii, 2. 
refers to fome Epiflles forged in St. Paul's 
name to propagate the above error ; and to 
certain calculations and falfe prophecies applied 
to the fame purpofe. 
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O F 

THE FIRST EPISTLE TO 

TIMOTHY. 

WE have an Account of Timothy in the 
A£ls Qf the Apoftles '\ and in other 
parts of the New Teftament \ from which he 
appears to have been a youth of mod excel- 
lent (Qualities, ^nd almoft conftantly the 
companion of St. Paul. 

This Firft Epiille to hin^ rs by fome da* 
ted, A. D. Lxv, but by others on better 
grounds 1 about A. I), lvi, or lviii, at the 
time of St. Paul's journey into Macedonia "*• 
This Apoftle being obliged to retire from 
Ephesus earlier than he intended, on account 

• 
* A&t xyi. 1—3. . * a Tim. i- 5. Afts xiv, 

ft Tim. ill. io> 21. X Tim. iv. 14.. 2 Tim. i. 6. 

X Tim. iv. 12. Heb. xiii. 23. > Yid. alfo the 

addreft to 2 Cor. Philipp. ColofT. x and 2 Thefl; 

Philem. 

^ See Michaelisy Lardner. The place where thia 
£piftle was written is not certainly agreed j though it 
is likely St. Paul was cither in Macedoniai or near it. 

« A6ls XX. I* , 

of 
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•f the infurredion ralfed by Demetrius ', left 
Timothy behind him, to refbre perfed order 
in the Churchy. to fill the Eccleilaftical Offices, 
and to withftand Fsilfe Teachers. 

As fome of the* Ephefians would not obey 
him, and others attempted to force themfelves 
upon'hira^ a»Kfhop5'aad Minifters^ St. Pkul' 
vrno^ tbi9 Epiftle) which He might lay be- 
fore tbenia&biooommilBen:: So that it is rat* 
tber to-the EpH)ssrAN« than to TifUcn^T"". 

An eminent Critic i^ thinks tUs firft EpiC* 
tie to TjiMoruy^ a&d tfaofe to the Eans- 
siAN'S' and Colossi Airsy vrere IweUd ag^inft 
certain errorsr prevalent among, them^ which* 
the EssBNEs (a Jewifh fe^) had borrowed from, 
oriental PhiloTophers : They held, i. That 
God was furnounded by Demons oc Angels^ 
who were mediators with God, and therefore 
to be worihipcd. 2. That the foul is defiled 
by the body.: that aH bodily enjoyments huft 
the ibul ; which they believed to be imnattai'f 
though they feem to have denied the refurreflfion 
of the body, as it would only render the foul- 

» ASti xix. • See i Tina, i, 3, if, iv, ff. 12, xj. 
T* 13. P M. Micbaelis. • ' . 

' X finful 
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fioAal hf boing ceuoitfid. to tt. > Tk^ the«r 
was a- great myftery in numbors^ paitkithir^ 
Uk Ae number Seven ; they dwaefove aittribvt- 
ed anaturftl holine&toitiift Sovmitifeqr&ibbatlb 
day, which they obforedf more flridUf tbaa. 
the other Jiews* They tp^ttn. time tine twoESf 
i» contemplation y abftkined ftoEOi m^criagev^ 
and evsery gratiikadoni <i£ thz fimfea ;» u&d^ 
wafting5,.and tlioughfcitfin&il.la touch ccr^^ 
taia things ; i^gardcd wioa aft poi&n^ &<u 

Ik oppofitioni to.* thefei St. ti$d^ wn thefe* 
Aree EpiJEUes, fliews the fuperiority oC Civifl^ 
to the Angels, and warns Chriftians againft 
worihiping them^ He. cenibres the oUec^ai- « 
tion of Sabbaths;, rebukes thofe, who for-- 
bade marriage, and the touching of certain 
tilings; and who delivered commandments 
of men concerning meats, and prohibited^ 
them. He permits Timothy to drink wine ;. 
blames thofe who abftain froni nourifhing 
their bodies ; and enjoins bodily exercife. He* ' 
cautions againft a Philofophy, which teaches* 
all thefe things; and againft perfons, who 
aiTunne a great appearance of wifdom and 

virtue*^ He delivers Hymenaeus over xo Sa- 
tan^ 



n8 OF THE I. EPISTLE, &a 

tan, becaufe he pretended there was no. refur* 
region of the flefli. 

The fame learned writer thinks the errors 
of the Eflenes had found their way into tbefe 
churches, thro' ApoUos ^, who was of AIex<- 
andria, in the neighbourhood of which 
Eflenes prevsdled ; as alfo through the twelve 
Chriftians mentioned in ASts xix % who ap-» 
pear but imperfe^jr acquainted with the 
Chriftian doftrines. He conjeAures that 
<^the vagabond Jews, Exorcifts%" were of 
this fea. 

q AStt xfiii. S4« xlz* 1-^7. ' Vcr, i— ^^ 

• Ver. 13. 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE TQ 

TIMOTHY. 

THIS Epiftle, according to feme Critics t, 
.was written by St« Paul at Rome 
during his firft imprifonment there, and was 
fept to TiMQTHV in the fummcr of the year 
txi. But others " rather think it was written 
during the Apoftle's ]aft imprifonment there, 
not very long before he fealed the truth with 
his blood ; which is commonly placed about 
A* D. hxvi or Lxvii. 

That Timothy was at Ephefus or in 
Lefler Afia, when this Epiftle was fent to him* 
appears from the frequent mention in it of 
perfons refiding at Ephefus. The falie teach- 
ers, who had before thrown this church into 
confufion, grew every day worfe : infemuch 
that not only Hymenseus, but Philetus, an- 
other Ephefian heretic, now denied the Re- 
furreSion of the dead. They were led into 

< So Drt Lardner. ■ So M. Micladisi and othert. 

1 this 
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this error by a difpute about words. At 
firft they only annexed various improper fig- 
nificati'ons to the word Refurredion) till at 
lad they denied the thing ; pretending that 
t(ic Refuf region pf the dead was only 4 Re- 
furre£lion from the death of fin, and fo was 
already paft. This error was probably de- 
rived from the eaftern philofophy, which 
placed the origin of fin in the ^)ody. This 
£piftle confifts chiefly of affectionate advice 
to Timothy, thenceforward to be a£tive ia 
oppofing thofe falfe teachers, and in propa« 
gating. the Gofpel. 
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THE EPlStLE TO TITUS* 

THIS may be called an Epiftle to the 
Cactans. For St. Paul nt^aAt not 
Co fflttch to inftmfl Titus, as to furnilh hiih 
With a rule to lay before the Cretans, to 
%trhich he night appeal, whenever unworthjr 
And unqualified perfons attempted to obtrude 
^ themfelves into the Epifcc^l office. 

Titus was a -Greek ^, and probably ^ewei 
his converfion to St. Paul ' ; who^ fourteen yeatv 
after, toole him with Him to Jerufaltm, to the 
great council held there in the year xtnc 
And as Titus was of Oentile parents, Sfi» 
Paul would not fuffer him to be circumciibd^ 
that he might not abridge the liberty of the 
*Gentile converts ^ Some years after, St» Paid 
difpatched him to Corinth, to bring him an ae*" 
count of the ftate of that Church •; and af- 

"^ GaL ii. 3. X Tit. I, 4. 7 Gal. ii. i^|. 

^ 2 Cor, xii. i^, vii. 6. 93. 

I 2 terwardi 
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tavnxis Cent him thither again, to hafien the 
colIedioD for the poor Chriftiaiis in Judca*. 
After this we hetr no moic of him, till he is 
mentioned ip this £pi|Ue as liaviog been with 
St. Paul in Crete. 

This Epiftle, accoiding to Dr. Laidner, wa^ 
written towards the end of the year lti, while 
St. Paui. was in Macedonia, or near it. But 
M. Michaelis and others think it was more 
prohably written in St. Paul's laft progreft 
through the Afiadc Churches, betw e en his firft 
and iecond imprifonment at Rome ; though 
the precile year they are not able to deter- 
mine. Titus had been left at Crete, to fettle 
the Church which St. Paul had probably 
cftabliflied there in his firft journey to Rome\ 
and afterwards c. The Churches in Crete 
had not hitherto had any Bifliops and Mi- 
nifters : Titus was to appoint them ; but he 
was to be upon his guard againft fome of 
the circumcifion, who afpired to ecdefiafiical 
offices. 

The Ifland of Crbte was the parent of 
Roman and Greek Idolatry ; and the Cretans 
fo far excelled other nations in inventing 

* Ch, niu 5. * Acts xxvii. S. « Tit. i. 5. 

Gods,, 
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Oods^ that they were called The Liars. 
They were alfo diftinguiflied for unnatural 
vices and a fpirit of fedition. 

Th* Cretah converts to Chriftlanity were 
indeed obliged to forfake Idolatry and ^he 
worihip of Images : but as the Cretans were 
Egyptians by defcent, and had long intermix* 
ed the whims of Egyptian philofophy with 
Judaifm, and as they had embraced Chrifli- 
anity very early, no church was in greater 
danger of adopting the abfurd and heathen 
genealogies of God, of his only begotten Son^ 
and of the JEones* Hence St* Paul warns 
them againft thefe errors \ 

^ Tit. i. t4. iii. 9. Vid. Michaeh'f. 
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THE EPISTLE TO PHS£B(fON 

PHILEMON ftcms to hate been a fbb- 
flatntial man at Cdoft, who had a Qia- 
cioDs hoide, in which a part of die Chriftian 
Church aflembledj and in whidi travdling 
Chriffians weie entertained K The want of 
public inns aipoog the ancients made this hof- 
pitalitj needful ;. and it was particularly en^ 
joined to Chriftian9(9 to receive one another 
hofpitably : but as every individual was not 
in a condition (QenlpitaiA Chciftian-fti^ngers, 
Ac Churches kern to have appointed one 
or more of their principal members for this 
purpofe ^^ This was the office of Deacons, 
to that Philemon had an office in the Church ;. 
and indeed he is by fome of the ancients en* 
titled 'Bi{hop of Coloile.. Whatever his mi- 
siifterial office was, he is by St. Paul called 
his " fellow-labourer C 'His fon Archip- 
pus, to whom this Epiftle is alfo addrefled, 
had juft before been Deacon in the church 

^ Ver. 22, f Rom. xvi. ai- f Ver. x. 

of 
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of Colofle^; he is accordingly mentioned 
with honour by St. Paul) who not only ftiles 
him bis fellow-labourer like his father, but 
alfo his fellow-foldier. 

Philemon feems to have been one of St. 
Paul's firft fruits of the Church of Ephefus, 
and not to have been converted like the reft by 
Epaphras, but by St. Paul htoafelf'; hstviiig 
probably come to Ephefus while St. Paul was 
there. 

This Epiftle was written from Rome (a< 
the fame time with the Epiftie^ to the Colo^ 
fians^ Philippians, &;c.) about A* D. lxii^ o« 
I.XIII. The occailon of it was thts: Oncfrp 
mus» Philemon's flavcy had robbed bia» atid fled 
to Rome, There St.. Paul meelhirg wtth him^ 
converted bun to the Cbi iftiao Faiths and teav-* 
ing kept him k/mo time to be £itisfied q( bis 
reformation^ ftndahioi back to his ma&tfWttU 
this letter ; which has always been advnired 
for it» deUea^y of feiitrment and malkeily ad- 
drefsy and may be confidered as a fine model 
of Epi^olary writing. 

^Col.ir.ij. 'Ver. 19. 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE 
HEBREWS. 

THIS Apoftolic letter, according to the 
beft authors, both ancient and modern « 
was the genuine work of St. Paulas and, 
according to the ancients, was originally 
written in the Hebrew or Syriac language; 
out of which it was tranflated into Greek bjr 
ibme Apoftolic peribn, who is believed to 
have been either St. Luke or Clement. Some 
eminent Critics, however, among the mo** 
derns, find reafon to think our prefent Greek 
copy was not a tranflation, but the original ; 
and that the ancients were niiftaken in this 
refpe£t. 

St. Paul, contrary to his ufual cuftom, did 
not prefix his name to this Epiftle, for a very 

^ Many proofs of thi$ may Be coHe^ed from thit 
Epiftle itfelf. It is evident from Chap. ii. 3, that 
the writer was not one of ChrJ/l^s Bifciples. See Dr. 
JLardner, who has fully difcuflTed this point, and find^ 
reafon to gin it ^ St. Paul. 

obvious 
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obvious reafon, that he might not too earljr 
awaken the prejudices conceived againft him 
by the Jcwi(h converts, y^hicb might have' 
led them to throw it af&dc unperufed. It 
was written towards the end of (or foon after) 
St. Paul's imprifonment at Rome \ A. D* 
I.XIII, to the converted Jews of Paleftine, 
here called Hebrews, as diftinguifhed from the 
Hellenics, pr foreign Jews, A fevere perfe- 
cution had deprived them of the Appftle St« 
James, and had rendered almoft that whole 
church wavering in the fai(h. To confirm 
fome, and to recover others from their apoftacy, 
was the purport of this Epiftle. 

As the zealous defenders of the Mofaic 
Law would naturally infift on the divine au- 
thority of Mofes, on the majefty and glory 
attending its promulgation by the miniftry of 
Angels, and the great privileges it afforded 
tbofe who adhered to it : The Apoille fbews, 

L That in all thefe feveral articles Chrifti- 
anity had an infinite fuperiority to the Law. 

This Topic he purfues from Chap, i* to 
xi« wherein he reminds the believing He^ 

^ Cli* X. 34* xiai. »i, i|. 

brews 
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brews of the extraordinary favour iliowa them 
by God, in fending them a Revelation by his 
own Son, whole Glory was far fuperior to 
that of Angels ""i very naturally inferring from 
hence» the danger of defpifing Chrift on ac-* 
count o( bia humiliation, which, in perfe£l 
coikfiftence with bb doninton over .the world 
to come, was voluntarily fubmitted to by 
him for wife and important reafons; particu-^ 
larly ta deliver us from the fear of death, and 
to encourage the freedom of our accefs to 
God", .With the iame view, he magnifies 
Christ as fuperior to Mos£s their great le* 
giflator; and from the puni&ment infli£ted 
on thofe who rebell'd againft the authority of 
Mofes^ infers the danger of contemning the 
pfooHfes of the Gofpel \ And as it was aa 
eafy tran&tion to call to mind on this occafioa 
that Reft kv Canaan, to which the authority 
invefled inMofea was intended to lead them^ 
tbe Apoffie hence cautions them againft un- 
belief, as what would prevent their entering 
into a fuperior ftate of Reft to what the Jews 
ever enjoyed ?• This caution is ftill further 
if^orced by awful views of God's omnifcience, 

* Ch. i. throughout. " Ch. ii. throughout. 

* Ch. iii. Xf— 13. f Ch, iii. x4!<-*lv. xx< ^ 

and 
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and a lively reprefentatioa of the High«^ 
Priefthood of Chrift "^ In the next place he 
kitimates the very hopelefs fituation of thofe 
who apoftatife from Chriftianity ' ; and tben» 
for the comfort and confirmation of fincer« 
believers, difplays to theih the goodnefs of 
God, and his faithful adherence to his hoiy^ 
engagements ; the performance of which i^ 
fealed by the entrance of Chrift into Heaven 
as our Forerunner \ Still further to illuftrate 
the chara£ter of our Lord, he enters into a 
parallel between him and Metchizedec, as to 
their title and defcent ; and from inftancea 
wherein the Priefthood of Melchizedec excel* 
led the Levitical, infers that the Gtory of die 
Vtiefthood of Chrift furpafled that under the 
Law ^^ From thefe premifes the Apoftle ar* 
gues, that the Aronical Prieflfhood was not 
only excelled, biit conftinamated by tkat of 
Chrift, to which it waa otity inirodtid»ry and 
fiibfervient ; and of courfe, that the obI%a»> 
tion of the Law was henceforth diilblved "• 
Then rercapitulating what he had already 
demonftraited concerning the fuperior dignity 

9 Ch. iv. iz. to the end. and Ch. v. throughout. 
' Ch. vi. 1—9. » Ch. vi. 9, to the end. 

^Ch. vii. I— 17. « Ch. vti. it, to the end. 

of 



of Chrift's Piriefthood, he thence illuftrateS 
the difiinguiihed excellence of .the Nev Co« 
venant, as not only foretold by Jeremiah, but 
evidently enriched with tntich better promifes 
than the Old ^ : Explaining further the 
dodrifie of the Prieft hood and interceffion 
of Chrift, by comparing it with what the 
Jewiih High-priefts did on the great day of 
atonement \ Afterwards he enlarges on the 
neceifity of (bedding Chrift's blood, and the 
fufficiency of- the atonement made by it r ; 
and proves that the legal Ceremonies could 
not by any means purify the confcience; 
whence he infers the infufficiency of the Mo- 
faic Law, and the neceffity of looking beyond 
it*: He. then urges the Hebrews to inxprove 
the privileges which fuch an High-prieft and 
Covenant conferred on them, to the purpofes 
of approaching God with confidence, to a 
conftant attendance on his w^rfhip, and moft 
benevolent regards to each other «• 

The Apoftle having thus obviated the in* 
finuations and objections of the Jews; for 

V Ch. viii. throughout. « Cb. ix. i-»i4* 

T Ch, ix. 15, to the ^nd* * Ch. x« 1— *is- 

tl^e 
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cbe fatisfa£lion and eftablUhment of the be« 
lieving Hebrews, proceeds 

II. To prepare and fortify, their minds 
againft the ftorm of perfecutipq, which in part 
had alrefidy befallen them, and was likely to 
continue, and be often renewed. He re« 
minds them of thpfe extremities they h^ efi* 
dured, and of the fatal eiFe£ts 'wbich would 
attend their Apoftacy ^ : calling to their re- 
membrance the eminent exarpples of f^ith and 
fortitude exhibited by Holy Men and recorded 
in the Old TeftamentS He concludes his 
difcourfe with glancing at many other il- 
Ipftrious Wort|iies ; and, beiifdes tboie record;- 
ed in Scripture, refers t6 the cafe of feveral, 
who fuffered under the perfecution of Antio- 
chus Epiphanes. 2 Maccab. chap. viii. &c, ' 

Havikg thus finiflied the argumentative 
part of the Epiftle, the Apoftle proceeds to a 
general Application i in which he exhorts 
the Hebrew Chriftians to patience, p;ace 
and holinefs^; cautions them againft fecular 
views and fenfual gratifications, by laying 

b Ch* X* i6, to the end. ^ Ch« xi. i— •29. 

^ Ch, xi. 30-— xii. i« * Cb. xii. 3— *I4.. 

2 before 
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Mbie them the mcomparable excellence ^f 
the bleffings introduced by the Gofpel, which 
even the Jewifli CEconomy, glorious and 
magnificent as it was, did by no means equal ^; 
exhorts them to brotherly afFe&ion, purityt 
compaffion, dependance on the divine care, 
ftedfaftnefs in the profeffion of the truth, a 
life of thankfulnefs to God, and benevolence 
toman': and concludes the whole with re- 
commending their pious minifters to their 
particular regard, intreating their prayers, 
faluting them, and pronbuncing on them a 
folemn benedidion K 

^ Ch. xii. 15— 19. t Ch. ziil. i-«s6« 

^ Ciu aiii. i7i to the end* 
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THE CATHOLIC EPISTLE 
OF ST. JAMES. 

TH I S and the following Epiflles are 
probably called Catholic or Gbne- 
RAL, becaufe moft of them were wjitten^ not 
to particular churches^ but to the Faithful dif- 
peried throughout whole countries; The S£* 
COND and THIRD Epistles of St. John are 
added to them, only becaufe they were written 
by the fame hand that wrote the firft, and 
would have been loft had they been copied- 
feparately. 

This Eplftle was written by St. James 
THE Less, the fon of Alpheus or Cleophas^ 
•ftiled the brother, i. e. kinfman, of our Lord, 
who ftatedly refided at Jerufalem, and Is faid 
by the ancients to have been the firft Bifhop 
of that City : "where he is believed to have 
fuiFered martyrdom in the former part of the 
year lxiij and to have written this Epiftle a 

fliort 
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ihort time before bis death : which a learned 
writer ^ thinks might be partly occafioned by 
the offence taken at this Apoftolic letter. 

It is generally underftood to be addtej^d 
to the Jewiib Converts to Chr^ftianity diT- 
perfed abroad in the more diftant regions : 
and that the Apoftle's defig;n is partly to ex- 
hort the Chri0jan Converts to coiiftancy in 
fuffering, and partly to warn them againft 
certain Jewifh vices. 

But Dr. Lardner thinks that this Epiftle 
was written tp all Jews, of every denomina- 
tion throughout the world, whether Chriftians 
oT ctherwife: for this reafon, the Apoflle 
does not wiih them grace or peace from 
Jefus Chrift, though he does not difTemble 
his own Character ; nor does he conclude 
with any Chriflian benedi£lion : And though 
a large part of the Epiftle is applicable to 
Chrifiians, there are feyeral paragraphs^ which 
feem particularly addrefled to uiibelieving 
Jews*, 

* Dr. Lardoer. ^ Chap. iv. s— lo. Ch. y. 

1—6. &c. 
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iTHE FIRST EPISTLE OF' 
ST. PETER. 

THIS Apoftolic Letter is probably ad* 
drelled to fuch Gentiles as had forfakeii 
Idolatry and believed iii the triie God, with^ 
out having been circumcifed, andivhd after- 
wards became Chriftians \ fuch as Coriuclius 
the Centurion ; u e. Chriftians from amoi^g 
the Profelytes : *• Eled (or declared to be 
^^ fuch) through fandtification of the Spirit^.'* 
'The whole Epiftie abounds in aflurances that 
thefe converts were regenerate and become 
children of God, without Levitical facrifices^ 
merely through Chrift^ 

This Epiftle Was^written from a city called 
by St. Peter Babylon : this fome think 
to have been Babylon in Aflyria, which, 
though demoliftied) might pollibly have fome 

1 Vid. ch. i. i. compared with Afls x, 44-^47* 
xi. 15—17. 

K few 
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few Chriftians in its neighbourhood; however 
the generality, both ancients and moderns,, 
fuppofe it to have been a figurative name for 
Rome. But M. Michaelis propofes a query. 
Whether Jerufaletn might not be ihadoiwed' 
under that name : He alfe thinks it was writ- ' 
ten fo early as the year xlix, foon after the* 
great council held there. But the more re- 
ceived opinion is, that it was much later; 
cither • in the year lxih or lxiv ; or aC 
lateft Lxv "^ 

\ 
St. Peter'*" chief rfefign i» to confirm the 

dodrine of St. Paui^ whfch the falfe teach- 
ers pretended he was oppofixtg ; and to afTure- 
the Profelytcs, that they ftocd in the true 
grace of God ". With this view he calls them 
eleA, and mentionsr, that they had been de- 
dared fuch by the efFufion of riie Holy Ghoft 
tipon them ^. He affures them that they 
were regenerate without circumcifian, merely 
through the Gofpel and Refurredion of 
Chrift^; and that their fufFerings were no- 
argument of their being under the difpleafure 
of God, as the Jews imagined 4. He recom* 

" Dr. Lardncr. «» Ch. v. ii. • Ch. r. I9 «; 

* Vcr. 3, 4.. II— 25. ^ Vtr. 6—12. 

S mends- 
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mends it to them, to hope for grace to the 
end \ He teftifies, thtt chey were not redeem- 
ed by the Pafchal Lamb, but through Chrift, 
whom God had pre-ordained fer this piii> 
pofe before the foundation of the world S 

* Vcr. i3# • Ven zK^^lo^ 
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THE SECC^JD EPISTLE 
OF ST. PETER. 

THIS fecohdf £pi^e is (uppo(cd to have 
been written many years after the for- 
mer, viz. in A. D. lxvii, a fhort time before 
St. Peter's martyrdom, which happened in 
Lxvii}, and to which he alludes in one or 
two places r. 

The genei'al defign of this Eptftle is, To 
confirm the doArines and inftru£lioiis delr-* 
vered in the former Eprftle ; •* To excite the 
Chriftian Converts to adorn and fiedfaftly ad- 
here to their holy Religion, as a Religion pro- 
ceedTing from God, notwithftanding the arti- 
fices of falfe Teachers, whofe chanra£ler is at 
large defcribed ; and notwithftanding the 
perfecution of their bitter and inveterate 
cnemies#" 

.The genuinenefs of this Epiftle has been 
doubted, from the peculiar ftile of the 2d Chap- 

^ Cii, I. 13, 14. 

ter,. 
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ter, which is different from the other parts of 
St. Peter's writings. Bi(hop Sherlock fup« 
ppfes that the Apoftle, defcribing in^that Chap- 
ter the charader of fuch fediicers, as endan- 
gered the faith of the Chriftian Converts, 
adopts the language and fentiments of fome 
Jewifli author, containing a ftrong defcriptitin 
in the eaftern manner, of fome ;^lfe prophets 
in that^ or sui earlier ^je^ 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF 

ST. JOrtN. 

THIS Epiftlc of St, John (if it is not ra- 
ther a littie Treatife) app^rs^ as well as 
his Gofpel, to have been written againft Ce- 
rinthus : In it be alfo alludes to the per- 
nicious dodlrines of the other Gnoftics, efpe- 
cially in the admonitions to walk in the light, 
to keep undefiled from fenfual fins, and to 
abftain from Idols. For whilft Cerinthus 
taught, that the law of Mofes was abolifhed ; 
the others maintained, that eating things of- 
fered to idols, and fornication, were indif- 
ferent ads. 

In oppofition to thofe errors, St. John lays 
down three pofitions. i. That it is neceffary 
to walk in the light, and keep clear of flelhly 
lufts, in order to partake of the kingdom of 
God, 2' That it is neceffary to keep the 
new commandment of loving one another, 
3. That Jefus was Chrtft and the fon of God, 
not o^ly in his baptifm, but alfo at the Ihed- 
ding of his blood. 

This 
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This little Treatife or Epiftle is direfted 
to all Chriftians, w.herefoever difperfed.: and 
is.fuppofed have been written before the de- 
ftrudtion of Jerufalein, by fuch critics, as ap- 
ply chap. ii. 18, to the Ijrft time of the Jew- 
i(h Hate. Others Aippofe it to have been 
written after the Jewtfli war", about the year 
^xxx ', and others ev-en fo late as the year 
;xjcj, or xcii. 

** So Dr. Lardaer. 
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THE kEVELATION OF 
ST. JOHN. 

THIS prophetical book is agreed to have 
been written by St. John the Evan- 
<^£Li8T, who, According to Eufebius, was ba- 
liifhed to Pati90S| an Ifle of the ^geaa Sea, 
^nd there received the vifions contained i^ thi« 
book, in the laft year of the reign of Domi- 
tian, about the year xLvi, Others fijppofe it 
was written before the dcftruftion of Jerufa- 
|em. This is the, opinion of M. Michaelis, 
who dates it fo early as the time of Claudius 
pr Nero, long before St. John's Gofpels or 
Epiftles. In this he follows the opinion o£ 
6ir Ifaac Newton, who concludes it muft have 
been compofed in an iearly period of St. John's 
Jife, becaufe the ftyle, he thinks, abounds with 
Hebraifms, and is not penned in fuch good and 
fluent Greek as the Gofpels and Epiftles ; 
which he fuppofes were written when the 

Apoftlc 
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Apoftle had acquired a taore perfefi; knowledge 
of the * Greek tongue. O&cr crities however 
-^ DOt atiow fiich great ditiference of langta^ 
:between.this aod Stw John's other writings; 
' at ieaft not more than what they think may be 
occafioned by the difference of fub^efl:^ arifing 
-fttiti allnfiont to the prophetic books, of the 
Old Teftament, or ftaat the abruptnefi and 
robfcurity, of th^. prophetic ftyle* It is again 
;ui^ed^ that the dt£V£LATioir mentions' no 
other herefy^ as fionrifiiii^) but that of the 
Nkolaitans ^^ which fubfifted long before that 
of Cerinthtis, againft which St. John vhrote his 
Gofpel between A. D. lxv and Lxviit, and 
:|hierefore the Revelgtion muft have beea writ- 
fen long before. In oppofition to this,, it is 
doubted whetlier the feven churdies of A&^ 
were founded (6 early as the times of Claudius 
0I: Nero ; or had at leaft undergc^ fuch great 

7 The NiC L AIT AN Sy according to ancient writerf» 
were a feJEl wh^ taught the lawfulnefs of lewdne<s and 
idolatroua lacrifires s they were fa called fxom one Ki- 
«9la$> their founder, Bj Nicolaitaoa in (oiptuvc art 
ihofpgbt to be meant, in genera], lewd amd proAigatt 
perfons^ wha aim at npthing but their 01^ fcculs^r ad* 
vantage, 

Ju changes 
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dianges tod revolatioiiSy as are alluded, to In 
this Boak^ It bas likewifc been thoti^t im- 
probable diat the Apoftle flibnki prt this pio- 
fheac and tbyfteriiMit; Book^ bofete erer fab 
bad ic&w€ftie& » piaia and fiaq^ sanratbri ef 
the life ol bk teaftcr t th^ latter^ ks it ivooU 
be o£ the gneateft ii& ta Clhiiftiaos^ would ad^ 
tara% be firft a&tdbi tbe»; and die AJnafflds 
vmdd be matt likely to- lay doMrn tihe gttat 
taid fbudamefital doSnnti' aS Chnftiaiiity.ia 
fftieraV htf^ife thejr trocdd tbiak of enterif)^ 
Sabb the flats of particular chuitiies^ or A- 
£:l-ibe the eu^»ts bf fiitme wm^ ndbethcr Aeinr 
•of remoce. 

Some othet titgumeMi ftw Ae* ttore zsuif 
dattx of this bocdL are giveif bji: Mr»Midiie|i%. 
and otfaea:^^ but as tbtj aUoir them all to be 
fiibordinbte to that t^ged' above fvCtm the un^ 
Miinnta i^fctalence of tbb orieattd idioms ift 
this book beyond what are found ia the other 
writiirgs of St. John ♦ this wM Hot be jtdged 
very dccxfive, if^ after afl^.it fhould appear that 
dus is no more than tho natural ooRfequcnce 
fc? t!i6 fubjea ; and that St. Jo^n, expf effing 
ia Greek the images' of the ancient llebre^ 
' I. ' Prophets^ 



O F S. J O H N. tS7 

Prophets, had :i peculiar reafim for adopting 
their phraleology and idioms, as being in- 
fcparable from the prophetic ftyle * : fo that, 
upon the whole, perhaps, we may reafonably 
abide by* the ^xprcfs teftimony of Irenaeus % 
thit tills facred Book was written in the reign 
of Domiti^n; as th^t ancient Father was a 
Difciple of Pdlycarp, who bad been a Difcipic 
of St. John himfejf. 

But at whatever period of his Life the Reve- 
lation was compofed^ there is ftrpng intern;^! 
Evidence^, as well as the moft convincing pofi- 
tiye Teftimony, that this Book was written hy 
St. John the Evangelift ^ It is no lefs obvious 
that the contents arc of ^ prophetic natpre, 
and that they cxliihit a ferics of vifiplis, de- 

* See, wlint iSTirgcd oti the fnbjfft of the Prophetic ' 
6fyle» In Dr« Mjurd'u t.t&iAi««, rcferrtd tc lidMir. &b< 
. jorticuiai^y 6ermQa the 9tb. 
. a Adyerf. H;Brer. Jib. v. cap. 30. p. 449. ed. Grgb. 
See alfo fiu<H)iu$, Chron. lib. i. £d. S«ah p. So. 
Vide etiam p. US^. Lib. poAcrioris $c Ouron. Csuu 
p. to8. Hift. Cccief. Jib. iii. cap. 18. 9p« l^ewtQf 
on the Prophecies, vol. iii. p. 14.^ 1 5. 

^. ^€« Pr. TiMTcJU, M# Mkbacli^ ^c 
c ' Sec Gardner, ppddcrid|;«, i8^c« 

L 2 fcriptive 
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fcrlptivc of very important eveAt$ tkat wore tQ 
fucceed in the courfe of ages. 

Many ingenious and karned men have 
undertaken to illulirate this facred Book, and 
even to point out very precilely the particular 
Events predi^ed by its inipired Author ; but 
theit fuccefs has not always been anfwerabte ' 
to their fanguine . expefbitions. Perhaps 9l 
complete and perfe£i Conunentary muil be 
referyed Tor . future ages, when nvany of the 
events have taken place, which are pre- 
di£ted in it, but remain at prefent unaccom-r 
plifhed, 

HoW£VBR> the pious Student ought not t^ 
be difcouraged from theperufal of thefe divine 
Prophecies : and 'it is certain that he could 
never lit down to confider them with fb mucti 
advantage as he can at prefent, when he< is 
furniihed with fo excellent an Introduftioo to 
the ftudy of thefe and all the other Prophecies, 
which regard the Chriftian Church, in the Lec- 
tures lately publiihed by the very learned and 
ingenious Preacher at Linc6ln*s-Inn *. ' 

^ IntroduHion to the Study of the Pro{>l\ecte9 oon« 
cemtng the Chrifthui Churchy an^ in particulaf con* 

- . - - To 
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• To this admired writer, it will bciufficient 
here to refer the Reader, and he will lead him 
lo as excellent z Commentator in the gi^ac 
and admirable Jofeph Mede : to whofe works, 
thefe new Leftures arc a moft ufeful Intro- 
du£tion« It will be fufficicnt here to give a 
fliort cxtraft from thcf latter, to affift the rea- 
der in forming a diftin£t idea of the method, 
in which the whole Book of the Apocalypfe is 
dtipofed i which he will rcadity do, if he obferves 
that it is refolviable into three great Parts. ' 
The first Part is that of the Efistles- 
%o the Seven Churches, contained in the three 
iifft chapters. This, as contaifiing Kttje er no- 
thing prophetic, is not at all confidercd by Mr, 
Mede, 

The secokd Part (with which Mr. Mede' 
begins his Commentary) is that of the sealed 
Book, from chap. iv. to chap. x. and'c<>ntain^ 
fhe fates of tlie Ronran empire, or its CiyiV 
RcYolwtions ; yet with a refere/ice ftill to tKc 
ftate and fortune of the Chriftian Church. 

cerntng the Church of Papal Rome^ in xii Sermon*, 
&c.. .by Richard Haid, D. D. Londein, ^772. 8\ro. 

h 3 Tli^* 
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Tilfe THUD Part is that bf thCi>TM B65k, 
with what follows to the end ; and exhibits 
in a mofe minute and extended Yit^r^ the fiitea 
of the Chriftian Churchy dpoeiaOy during its 
apoftacy^ ^nd after its recovery irotn iu 

This Third Divifion teay, further, be con- 
fldcted GS confifting 6f Two Farts. 

The first coftteiliSy in chap, iiu a fom* 
mary view of when {hotild befal the Chriftian 
CbuTch^ contemporary with the events de» 
duced in (be fe(!ond ftLJt^ coocermng the £in«> 
pire, and is givdn in this place^ in order to 
conneft the fecond and third parts, atid to 
Ihew their coirefpondenoe and contenqx)* 
raneity. See Mr. Mede's Clavis, p. 424. and 
Coniment. Apocalypt, p. 476. 

The secokd Part of tlie laft Divifion (Itom 
chap. xii. to the end) ^Ivcs a detailed account 
of what fbould befal the Chriftian Church in 
diftinft and fc^Tr*l of them fynchronical 
Vifions. 
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* V§rt ws Jbould xonthdi ; ktt asfke eurkui 
Readtr may defire to ie rnforwed hetv the Pre- 
tJiSilom revtaled in ibis hook of St. John have 
vfually been interpreted and applied^ wejball fpnr- 
Jiflently with our fuVjeSl fubjoiriy 

JXErtV THE PROPHECIES CONtA-INE^ 

in rH% ^EVELAtivjf: 

Thif is ifctroQed from ihi learnt I)'^^" 
Utiom if Dr, Ncwtcwi, Bijbop ef Briftol • : t9 
which thi reader is referred for ^ man full iUi^fr 
iration ^ ^e fever al farts^ 0s tie ^ancifemfi of 
our plan on(f ^dnuis 4i fkort oncd^ pr abrid^ 
ment ofthsm* , 

« DkTertaiions on the Propliccics which have r«- 
.^naikably keen fnlfiUecl,and at this tiine are f al6Ui«ft 
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A KEY To THE PKOI^HBCIES CONTAD^D 
IN THE REVSLATION. 

T^ O THING of a prophetical nature oc- 
•^ curs in the firft Three Chapters, except, 
I. what is (aid concerning the Church of Ephe- 
sus, that her ^^ Candleflick fball be removed out 
of it's place/* which is now verified, not only 
in this, but in all the other Afiatic churches 
which cxifted at that time; the light of the 
Gofjpel having been taken from them, not only 
by their htrcGi^ and divifions from within, but 
by the arms jof the Sacacens from without : 
And, 'i* concerfring the church of Smykka, 
thatihe fhall ** have tribulation ten daysj**- 
th^t Jsy in prophetic, language, ten years; 
referring to tb^ perfecution of Diocletian, 
which alone of all the general perfecutiona 
lafted fo Ipng. 

The next five Chapters relate to the open- 
ing of the Seven Seals ; and by thefe feals 
are intimated fo many diiTerent periods of the 

pro- 



REVELATION. |f6^ 

^rcphecy^ Six of thcfe icals zre opened in 
the fixth and fevcnth chapters* 

The first Seal or period is inemorabl^i 
for conquefts. It coimncnces with Vefpafian, 
and terminates in Ncrva; and during this 
time Judxa was fubjugated. 

The second Seal is noted for war axu) 
flaughter. It comn)ences with Tiijan» and 
continues through his feign, fuid that pf his 
furcelTors. In this period, the Jews were en- 
tirely routed and difperfed } and great was &• 
flaughter and devaftation occafioned by tbc 
contending parties. 

The third Seal is ctiaraderlfed by a ri- 
gorous executicrn of juftice) and an abundant 
proviAen of corn, wine^ and oih It com- 
mences with Sqnimiui Seferui. He and AU 
exander Severus were juft and fevere cmpt^ 
rorsy and at the fame time highly celebniteid 
for the regard they paid to the tnternal felidty^ 
of their people, by procuring them plenty of 
every thing, and particularly corn^ wine^ an<t 
oil. This period laftcd during the retgna of 
the Septimian family. 

The fourth Seal is diftinguiAed by a 
concurrence of evils, fuch as war, famine, 

pe{UIeQC<t» 
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|)eftilence, and wild bcafts, by all which tfa« 
Roman empire was remarkably infefied from 
the reign of Maximin to that pf Diocletian. 

The FEFtH Seal begins at Diocletian, 
.and is fignalizcd by the great perfecution, 
from whence arofe that memorable ^ra, the 
JErz of Martyrs. 

With Conftantine begins the €Ixth SeaCi, 
^ .pejrlod of ^evolutions, pi^lured forth by 
^/-.eat coainiotlons in earth and in- heaven, al- 
ju4ing to the fubverfion of Paganifm, and the 
.cftabllfbrnent of Chriftianity. This period 
4afied from the feign of Conftantine the great, 
40 that of Thcodoiius the /irft. 

Ths SEVtVtH .S^Air includes tinder it the 
tim^ining part^ of the prophecy; and com* 
{mheods feven periods diftingiji/hed by the 
Ending of setxv Trumpibt^. 

' As the Sv,Af*s foretold, che ftate of the Ra» 
imn empire before, and till it becasno 
Ciiriftiaa, i> the'TnuM^BTs foreihew tho 
jbtc of it afterwards ; each trumpet being 
^n alarm to one nation or other, roufing 
tfaeni np to orefthrolv that eoipire. 

. Four of thefe Trumpets are fotiiuled ia 

4lie eighc)i Chapter^ 

At 
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Ar the (bunding of the rxRST^ Alaric and^ 
hiB Goths invade Ae R<imati empire, befiege 
Romci twice, and fetit on fire in feveral places* 
At the founding of the isf:eoilD, Attila and 
his Huns vafte the Rofnan provinces, and 
compel the eaftern emperor Tlseodoflm' thef 
fecond, and the weftern emperor Valemintaa 
the thk-d, to fubmft t6 Ihamefal terms. At 
tf)e founding of the third, Genferxc and hia 
Vandals arrive from A'frtca ; fpoil and plunder 
Rome, and let fail again wkh imnief^fe wealth 
and innumerable captives. At the '(bunding 
of the FOURTH, OdoaM»r and thefleruli put 
an end to the very name of the wefierti em« 
pire; Tfaeodoric ifeyndt the kingdom of the 
Oftrogoths in Italy; and at. l^A, Itdy 1»e- 
comes a province of theeaflern empife, llom9 
being governed by a duke under i!ho> exarch 
of Ravenna. 

Aa the fiM^egotng Trom? eTs relate chiefly 
to tile downfeil of the weftern empire, fo do 
the TWO following to that of the eaftcrnr 
They are founded in the ninth, tenth^ and 
part of the eleventh Chapter. 

At the rounding of the fifth Trumpet^ 

Mahomet that blading ftar appears, opens the 

5 bottom- 
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bottomlefy pit, and with his Locufts the 
Arabians, Barkens the fun and air. And at 
the founding of the.8ixTH» .a period not yet 
$nt{hed, the four Angels, that is, ithe four 
Sultanies or Leaders of the Turks and Othr 
inans> are loofed. from the river Ewpbrates,. 
The Greek or Eaftern empire ^as cruelly 
** hurt and tormented'' under the rjjTH: 
TnuMPET; but under the sixm, U vras 
V (lain/* and utterly deftroyed. . 

. Th^ Latin, pr Weftern Church being ia 
no wife reclaimed by tbe ruin of the Greek or. 
Eaftern, buit ftill periiftlng in their Idolatry and- 
vrickedoefst at tbe beginning of tbe tenth 
chapter, and under the.fiMind of this sixth 
TRtJMFET, is tntrodueeda Vifion preparative- 
to the prophecies re(pcAtng the Weftern 
Church, wKerein an angel is reprefented, 
having in his hand a little book, .or codicily 
defcrrbing the calamities that {houLd overtake 
that Church. The meafurbg of the temple 
(hews, that, during all this period there will 
be fome true ChriAian^, who will conform 
themfelves to the rule gf God's word, even 

J 

whilft the outer court,, that is, the ex^rnal 
and rnx^e extenfiv^ papt of this Temple or 

phurch,. 
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Church, is trodden underfoot by Gentiles, i. e. . 
fucH Chrifiians as in tbdr Idolatrous worihip 
and perfecutiag prsifticjp, refemble and out-do 
the Gentiles tbemielves^ Yet againft thefe cpr-- 
rupters of religion,, there will always be fooif 
Irue witnefies to protest, who, however they 
may be ovtr- borne at times^ and in appearance 
reduced to death, yet will arlfe again from fime 
to time, till at laft they triumph and gloriquflj 
afcend. The eleventh Chapter conclude^ 
with the founding of th^ sfiVEKTU TuvMr 

MT» 

« », » - • • 

I 

p • 

In the twelfth Chapter, by the Woman 
bearing 9 man-child is to be jupderftpod the 
Chriftian Church ; by the great red Oregon, 
the Heathen Roman-empire ; ' by thV man* 
child whom the woman bore, Conftantine the 
Great ; and by the war in heaven, the con« 
tefts between the Chriftian and Heathen re* 
Iigion6« \ . T ; 

In the thirteenth Chapter, by the Bcaft with 
feven heads and ten horns, unto wbpm the 
Dragon gaveJiis power, feat, and great^utho- 
rity, is to >be underftood, not Pagan but 
Chriftiany not imperial but papal Rome ; in 

fubmit* 
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fabmifting eo wliofe r c Kgion , the world i\A 
in tSk& fobinit agtin to the rdigion of the 
Dragon* The ten-horned Bcaft therefore re- 
piefents the Romift dmrch and ftate in ge- 
fieral : hot the Beaft with two horns like z 
Iamb, n the Roman clergy ; and that 7mage 
of die ten-homed feeaft, which the two-horn- 
ed heaft caufisd to be made, and infpired with 
life, 19 the Pope ; whofe number is 666, ac- 
cording to the nmnerical powers of the let-^ 
tm conHituting the Romtn name Auletvo;^ 
Latinus^ or its equiralent in Hikrew^ fl^'CT'l 
Rmiitb. 
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Chapter xiv. By tte LiMib on cRdtidt 
Sioa is tneant Jsstjs ; By the hundred, fbrtfy 
acid four thoufand, his churcfa and. followers';, 
By the angel preaching the everlafting gofpel,, 
the firft principal effort made towards a re- 
formation, by that public oppofition formed 
V againft the worfhip of faints and images by 

emperors, and bifheps in the eighth and nintb 
centuries ;^ By the angel crying, ^ Babylon is- 
fallen," the Waldenfes and Albigenfes, who- 
pronounced' the Church of Rome to be the 
Apocalyptic Babylon,, and denounced her de- 
ftruflton ; and by the third Angel, Martin 
Luther and his fellow Reformers, who pro* 
tefted againft all the corruptions of the 
Church of Rome, as deftrudive to falvation* 

• 

{Ier£ we may put a period to this fhort^ 
Analyfis of the Revelations ; as wlj?*^- 
lows feems not to be of fuch obvio*^ mterpre- 
tation as the preceding, and tJb^i*eiFore the curi- 
ous Reader will confult tt^ Bifhop's Disser- 
tations themfelves. In reading Aofe or 
any other illuftiation of the Prophecies con* 

tained 



stained in this ic ^fl qio u s hock^ he will do' xk- 
ahravs to have befirae him the admiiablc iss^or 
of Joseph Mede, above qnotoL 
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